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EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE 
999 

For all other information and contact with 
Police stations call 101 

Your local police contact for 
Lewdown. Chillaton. Stowford Lifton 
area is - 
PCSO SEONIAD GREENWOOD 

Please contact via 101 
For Neighbourhood & Farm Watches 
and crime prevention advice 
 
For HORSE WATCH  
Gina. 01837 840716 
 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 
 

Parish Clerks 
Lewdown Grouped 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com 
 www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk 

Milton Abbot Grouped 
Jane Savage  
              clerk.magpc@outlook.com 
 www.magpc.co.uk 

Stowford 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 stowfordclerk@gmail.com 

www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

West Devon M.P. 
Geoffrey Cox M.P.        01822 612925 
County Councillor 
Lois Samuel  01837 851240 
Borough Councillors 
Milton Ford Ward 
  Mr Neil Jory  01822 860342 
Bridestowe Ward  
 Terry Southcott       01566 783079  
  Caroline Mott               01837 861212 
Tamarside Ward 
  Chris Edmonds             01566 784794 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lewtrenchard  01566 783273 
Lifton             01566 784288 
Milton Abbott  01822 870273 
    

COLLEGES 
Tavistock  01822 614231 

Okehampton  01837 650910 
Launceston      01566 772468 / 773918 
 

RING AND RIDE SCHEME 
Okehampton Area 01837 55000 
Tavistock Area 01822 618028 
 
 

COMMUNITY GROUPS                                
Cricket Club            07847111330 

  Chillaton Football Club 01822 860476 
Lamerton Pony Club 01822 860350 
Lewdown Past   01566 783396 
Lewdown Residents Assn 01566 783320 
Lewtrenchard W.I.  01566 783779 
Lifton Benefice Churches 

     The Revd. Philip Conway  01566 784462   
 liftonpriest@yahoo.com 

Lifton Surgery  01566 784788  or 111 
Red Spider Company  01566 783505 
Recreation Field   01566 783367 
Stowford Hall   01566 783223 
Victory Hall   01566 783267 
Youth Cricket   07847111330 

  Young Farmers  07443 461344 
 
ADVICE HELPLINES 

  Citizen’s Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
West Devon Women's Aid   0183755228 
Age Concern    01752 665424 
Health Info Line   0800 665544 
Homelessness Trust       01822 615259 
Parentline               0800 8002222 
Relate                01392 275681 
Samaritans               08457 909090 
Tavistock Area Support Services (TASS) 
 (Age UK is at TASS) 01822 616958 

  Transport to Health           01822 617525 
Victim Support               01822 820455 
Youthwize Okehampton  01837 54004 
SHOP & POST OFFICE 
Copper’s Post Office & Stores Lewdown 
    01566 783218 

Newslink Archive 

Archive copies of the Newslink are 
available for viewing/download from:- 

http://www.rawrationsplus.co.uk/
lraarchive.html 

http://www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk/
http://www.magpc.co.uk/
http://www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk/
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE PROVIDING NEWS, INFORMATION AND ITEMS OF 
INTEREST FOR THE AREAS OF LEWDOWN, CHILLATON, CORYTON,  
STOWFORD AND MARYSTOWWE, THRUSHELTON, LEWTRENCHARD 

Established January 1999 
Issue No. 271  September 2023 

 Editor 
Andrew  McCarthy 

3 Reddicliffe Mews, Lewdown, Devon.  EX20 4BQ 
Telephone 01566 783093   E-Mail  mccarthy.andy@gmail.com 

 

Production, Distribution and Delivery Helpers. 
 

Tim and Sarah Nash, Ruth Dawe, Audrey Jones, Tom Andrews, Mike Bickell 
Rita Squires, Terry Southcott, Simon and Monique Hedger, Bob Holland  
Julie Chick, Coppers Stores, Keith Abayomi-Turner and Kathy Lawrence 

 

All news, photographs, reports, events etc. for the Newslink need to be 
handed in to the Editor by 15th of the preceding month. 

 

We welcome your articles / items / advertisements. Though we do our best, we 
cannot guarantee to publish all that is sent to us, as some things will not reproduce 
in a good enough quality.  

The Community NewsLink 

LEWDOWN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
 

Advertising in the Newslink is free for Charity events in our local areas. 

Adverts for events outside of the area, and for businesses are priced as follows:- 

  Black and White   Colour 

1/4 page  £4/month or £40 per year  £6/month or £60 per year 

1/2 page  £8/month or £80 per year  £12/month or £120 per year 

Whole page £12/month or £120 per year  £16/month or £160 per year 

Volunteers required for the L.R.A. Committee  
Would you like to get involved in helping to run the Newslink magazine and 
helping publicise and fund local events?  We are looking for new members to 
come forward to join the LRA Committee. 

We usually have two meetings a year, and If you are interested in helping to 
run this valuable local resource in the community please contact our 
Chairman—Tim Nash on 01566 783320 or email the Editor of the Newslink at 
mccarthy.andy@gmail.com 

Front Cover Picture-  Lewtrenchard W I had the Hall full for their Cream 

Tea.  Thank you Ladies for a great afternoon  
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Good morning to you all, dear readers. 

 

I’ve just sat down for a coffee after cleaning out the chicken house, he’s really 
living the dream I hear you cry!. It’s meant to be rough day weather wise so 
when the present Mrs Nash has finished feeding all the little birdies, which is 
a expensive way to fatten them up just so somebodies cat then appears 
regularly can feast on them, we are going to Homeleigh garden centre to 
look at tropical fish, and maybe I can sneak a piece of cake from the cafe. 
 

Good news. My beautiful and saintly mother in law turned 80 on the 3rd of 
August, she definitely doesn’t look it, so we had a wonderful excuse to have a 
proper posh out, near Brent knoll, (look it it on Google earth), if you walk to 
the top of the knoll, you get a awesome view of the construction work going 
on at Hinkley point C. It is, or was, the biggest building project in Europe. 
aren’t I a bundle of useless information this morning. 
 
Will close now as everyone is ready to leave. Will write the groanworthy 
jokes when we get back.  

 

Best wishes Tim Nash. 
 
We’re back, and Homeleigh is minus a half a dozen fish. On the upside, when 
these get bigger the salesman said that when they get bigger the locals in 
Southeast Asia say that they make good eating. 
 
Young boy to grandad. Grandad, can you make a noise like a frog? 
Grandad, why do you ask? 
Because daddy says when you croak it we can all go to Disneyland. 
 
Why is Turtle wax so very expensive? 
Because turtles have very small ears. 
 
What’s white, fluffy and lives in the jungle? 
A meringutan  
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Stowford Parish Council  
 

Stowford Parish Council are looking for two new councillors. 
 

If you are looking for an interesting and rewarding experience and 
would like to put something back into your local community then 
please contact the clerk to learn more.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  

 
Contact: Parish Clerk, Telephone: 01566 783023, Email: 
stowfordclerk@gmail.com    
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GRAHAM TOWNSEND GROUNDWORKS 
 

WATER DRAINAGE & GROUNDWORK SPECIALISTS 
 

 WATER LEAKS & RENEWALS  
 DRAINS CLEARED   GROUNDWORKS  
 TREATMENT PLANT   DRAINS REPLACED  
 ALL FENCING WORK       MOLING (No Dig)  
 DEMOLITION    PATIOS DRIVES 

 SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLED 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
TEL: 01837 657687 / 01566 783788 

MOBILE: 07866 465093 
email:  info@gtownsendgroundworks.com 

Septic Tanks 
 

Emptied 
 

Phone: 01805 601203 
 

Mobile: 07831 241531 
 

Leave a message, we will 
return your call, or email:  
 

hearnhaulageltd@outlook.com 
  

Small Lorry 
Available 

 

Card payment accepted 
 

Hearn Haulage Ltd 
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K. Moore & Son. 
PLANT HIRE 

 

Specialising in all sitework, 
drives, sand schools, septic tanks 

hedging and all types of  farmwork. 
 

Royal Oak, Newton Down, Lifton 

Tel:- 01566 784722 
07785 540494 

 
 Regular readers of this column know we present 
a topical problem then demonstrate how we 
would advise a client to deal with it, often provid-
ing links to further information. We conclude by 

inviting people to learn more about volunteering with us because we rely 
heavily on volunteers as we try and meet ever-increasing demand. We 
thought more information would be useful!  
It’s a common misconception that our volunteers are retired professionals; 
lawyers, accountants, counsellors, etc. Many are, indeed, retired, but we 
also have volunteers for whom it’s an enhancement on their CV. It’s abso-
lutely not the case that we rely on professionals! People volunteer with us 
for many reasons, sometimes just to meet new people. We provide compre-
hensive training and ongoing support so whilst a professional background 
may be useful, it’s not a requirement.  
Take a look at www.ruraldevoncab.org.uk and click on impact reports. If you 
would like to be a part of making a real difference to people in our area 
email recruitment@ruraldevoncab.org.uk for more information. Demand for 
our services has never been so great so we would love to hear from you!  
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Lewdown Grouped Parish Council 
Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton 

 

Abbreviated minutes of Ordinary meeting of Monday 31st July 2023, held at Lewdown 
Victory Hall.  For the full minutes please go the councils website.   

Minute No 764  

Present – Cllrs Andrews (chair), Southcott (vice-chair), Alexander, Wilkinson, Yeo, 
Cllr Mott (WDBC) P van Delft (clerk)   
Meeting opened 7.35pm 
1.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs McSmythurs, Metherell and Perkins    
2.  Members of the public open forum – one member present, no comments to 

make on the items.  
3. Minutes of previous meeting 763 being a true reflection of that meeting was 

approved and signed by the chair. Proposed by Cllr Southcott, seconded by 
Cllr Wilkinson, all in favour.  

4. Planning – Application 1991/23/HHO - Householder application for single 
storey extension, Stable Cottage, Lewdown, EX20 4PW, Council decision – 
support – Proposed by Cllr Wilkinson, seconded by Cllr Yeo, all in favour. 

         Planning – Application 4199/22/FUL – Readvertisement (revised plans) New 
building for reptile and Exoskeleton treatment and recovery unit. Hillside 
farm, Lewdown, Okehampton, EX20 4QL, Council decision – support – 
Proposed by Cllr Yeo, seconded by Cllr Wilkinson, all in favour. 

         Planning – Application 2086/23/TPO – T1 Species unknown – remove and 
replace with new due to poor vitality. Land at SX 449 866, Lewhaven Close, 
Lewdown, EX20 4JL, Council decision – support- Proposed by Cllr Yeo, 
seconded by Cllr Wilkinson, all in favour.    

        Planning – Application 1422/23/FUL – Readvertisement (amended description 
& documents). Temporary siting of timber chalet for on-site managers 
accommodation. Alder Farm, Road from Lobhill Cross to Combebow Bridge, 

         Lobhill Cross, Lewdown, EX20 4PJ, Council decision-support – Proposed Cllr 
Alexander, seconded Cllr Yeo, all in favour.                                 

5. Cllr Mott (WDBC) reported that the latest report had been circulated to 
council members, no further news to report.    

6. Finance - Payments were authorised for the outstanding invoices – Dean 
Elliott – Grass cutting £110.00, P van Delft – clerk salary (June-July) £475.00, 
HMRC – PAYE £77.60, ICO – Annual subscription £35.00, Proposed by Cllr 
Southcott, seconded by Cllr Wilkinson, all in favour.  AGAR – Completion of 
audit – no issues reported.  VAT Return for period 01.04.22 – 31-03.23 has 
been submitted and refunded. R.F.O. reported a combined credit balance of 
£21,881.55 after payments, proposed by Cllr Yeo, seconded by Cllr Alexander, 
all in favour. The R.F.O. has now been supplied with the bank debit card, 
signatory update has yet to be completed. 
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7. New Councillors - vacant seats still at Coryton, Marystow and Lewtrenchard 
8. Play area update – Cllr McSmythurs (via zoom) reported that his briefing note 

had been circulated 1st July, the main points included in the following:  
 Agreement has been made in principle with the Baring Gould Trust and the 

Recreation Ground committee for the location of the play area, also a lease or 
sublease agreement with estate or the Recreational Ground Committee. 
Formal agreements with B.G.T and R.G.C. yet to be formalised. The cost of a 
lease agreement maybe in the region of £2,500 - £3,500. The planning 
application to be drawn up. The preferred play equipment supplier to be 
agreed and how the financing of the project is also to be finally addressed. 
Responsibility of the ongoing maintenance and costs of the play area to be 
addressed. Cllr Southcott informed that the existing lease for the land still had 
6 years before renewal is due. Cllr Alexander suggested that a stand-alone 
parish council lease for the play area would make the council liable for all 
ongoing costs, also he suggested that a minimum 25year lease term should be 
set. Cllr McSmythurs mentioned that a stand-alone lease gives flexibility and 
control of the play area but that would also give ongoing cost implications.  

 Cllr Yeo suggested that further discussion with the existing lease holders must 
take place before any further discussion on the matter takes place. Cllr 
Alexander suggested that a further exploratory meeting to assess the liability 
of the ongoing costs associated with the play area. 

 Action plan - Cllr McSmythurs proposed a motion to proceed with a further 
exploratory meeting to formalise a mutually acceptable agreement for all 
parties concerned, also to proceed with a final plan for the play equipment and 
draft a planning application, seconded Cllr Yeo, all in favour. Cllr Andrews 
asked if Lottery funding was available for lease or sublease holders, this was 
unresolved at the meeting.  

9. Lewtrenchard Primary school - re-wilding project – funding support – item to 
be held over 

10. Lewtrenchard Primary school – Mini bus funding support – item to be held 
over   

11. Village traffic speed reduction update – The new V.A.S. is now operational, first 
reports showed that some excessive speeding takes place, particularly when 
exiting the village. Repositioning the V.A.S to the three designated locations 
causes some considerable work, Cllr Southcott to enquire what the cost is for 
additional solar panels and fittings for the remaining two poles. If a pattern of 
speeding offences continues to take place then the police will be notified and 
they will monitor the area. Speedwatch has been a success with a reduced 
incidence of speed violations.    

12. Vehicle activated signs – Further sponsorship and grant funding and fund 
raising to be sought before any further investment for equipment takes place.   

13. Cllr Reports – Cllr Yeo reported that pot holes had been marked by D/H. Cllr 



Page 12 

 

Southcott reported that volunteers should be sought for the Road Warden 
Scheme, Cllrs Alexander and Wilkinson offered their help. Cllr Wilkinson 
reported that the road verge was in need of maintenance from Lewdown to 
Lewtrenchard.      

14. Community Payback scheme – Cllr Southcott reported that the scheme was 
available to charities and organisations that required some assistance with 
maintenance etc and that the repainting of the bus shelters and highway 
verge maintenance could be considered. Cllr Southcott proposed that he 
would look into the scheme further and report back, seconded by Cllr 
Alexander, all in favour.  

8.55pm Cllr Southcott proposed that the meeting goes into ‘Part Two’ to discuss 
a planning appeal decision, motion seconded by Cllr Wilkinson, all in favour.  
Parishioners were asked to leave the meeting. Part two meeting closed at 
9.10pm, proposed Cllr Andrews, seconded by Cllr Yeo, all in favour. 
Meeting closed 9.11pm     
Date, place and time of next meeting Tuesday 29th August, at Lewdown Victory 

Hall, 7.30pm  

STAGECOACH  Changes to Service 6 (Okehampton - Bude) and 
Service 6A (Exeter – Okehampton) 

A number of enhancements are introduced between Exeter and 
Okehampton on Route 6A. 
Several journeys will connect with Service 6 at Okehampton allowing 
customers to board the bus in Exeter and travel straight through to Bude.  
Stagecoach will replace the current operator on Sunday and Public 
Holidays, offering an enhanced timetable to customers, providing three 
journeys in each direction across the entire route:- 
 
Route 6a (Exeter to Okehampton)   Route 6 (Bude to Okehampton) 
Exeter Bus Station 09:10 13:10 16:10 Bude the Strand 09:05 13:05 16:05 
Exeter St Davids Station 09:18 13:18 16:18 Holsworthy Junction 09:44 13:44 16:44 
Oke Fore Street 10:10 14:10 17:10 Oke West Street 10:07 14:07 17:07 
Oke Railway Station 10:18 14:18 17:18 Oke Railway Station 10:15 14:15 17:15 

 
Route 6 (Okehampton to Bude)   Route 6a (Okehampton to Exeter)  
Oke Railway Station 10:25 14:25 17:25 Oke Railway Stn 10:25 14:25 17:25 
Oke West Street 10:33 14:33 17:33 Oke McColls 10:30 14:30 17:30 
Holsworthy Library 11:10 15:10 18:10 Exeter St Davids Stn 11:22 15:22 18:22 
Bude the Strand 11:32 15:32 18:32 Exeter Bus Stn 11:32 15:32 18:32 
 

For full details of the route and timetables for all stops go to:- 
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables 

https://tiscon-maps-stagecoachbus.s3.amazonaws.com/Timetables/South%20West/September23/6_6A%20030923.pdf
https://tiscon-maps-stagecoachbus.s3.amazonaws.com/Timetables/South%20West/September23/6_6A%20030923.pdf
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LOGS 
 
  
 

SEASONED  
HARD WOOD,  

 

SPLIT TO YOUR  
REQUIREMENTS. 

 

DELIVERED  
LOCALLY 

 

01566 783001 
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Lewdown Past 
The Lewdown and area local history group 

 

The Pirate, the Fraudster and the  
Great Fire of Crediton  

An illustrated talk by 

 Elly Babbedge 
7.30 pm Tuesday 19th September at Stowford Parish Hall 

 

 
 

Did you know we had a local pirate? Elly Babbedge, who gave us an 
entertaining talk on the history of Great Bidlake house, near 
Bridestowe, was intrigued by this discovery. In the early 18th century 
there was a fraudulent claim to the Great Bidlake estate by one Richard 
Beckalake. Black Sam Bellamy was a significant influence in this un-
successful attempt and has a story of his own, even world fame as one 
of the real pirates of the Caribbean. 
 

I hope you will be able to join us for 
what I’m sure will be an interesting 
talk, the first of our autumn season. 
Visitors are very welcome: charge £2 
for members, £3 for visitors, includ-
ing refreshments. Parking in front of 
the hall or opposite. 
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Revd Sabine Baring-Gould Centenary 
1924-2024 

100 years ago next year the Revd Sabine Baring-
Gould the Squareson of Lewtrenchard died after a 
career that would have been difficult for 4 people to 
perform.  
He started as a teacher and progressed to writing 
about archeology on areas like Dartmoor, Saints 
local and far flung, religious papers, hymns, carols 
and numerous gothic novels and legends (over 

1000 publications) and is perhaps best known for collecting and pub-
lishing local folk songs such as Widecombe Fair. For the last 40years 
of his life he was the “Squareson” our parson and squire of Lewtrench-
ard. As such the church of Lewtrenchard, the Manor House which is 
now the Lewtrenchard Manor hotel and the village of Lewdown bare 
his mark. The Blue Lion public house is named after his coat of arms. 
The recreation field is on Baring-Gould land and the village hall and 
school were built on land from the estate.  
 
Many local families will have interesting anecdotes of Sabine and 
many local groups may wish to help commemorate the year with 
events. If so the “Sabine Baring-Gould Centenary Committee” would 
like to hear from you, so that we can help publicise events and reduce 
the risk of competing for dates. A website is in preparation plus events 
are already marked in our diary for January, April and October.  
Contact - ffgLewtrenchard@aol.com 

https://www.sbgcentenary.co.uk/ 

Holiday Let Housekeeper Required – Lewtrenchard Estate 
  
The Estate is seeking a local person to act as Housekeeper/
Caretaker for Lew Quarry Cottage, a 2 bed holiday let. Tasks will 
include meeting and greeting guests, cleaning and general 
management of the property with changeovers on Fridays. The 
position is available from September onwards. 
  
If this is of interest please contact George Greaves on 
07826889601. 
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Girl Friday – here to help you… 
Do you struggle with home administration? 
Want to understand spreadsheets? 
Need a helping hand with letter writing, complaints, 
emails, proof reading, editing or copy typing? 
Do you quiver at the mere suggestion of organising 
something? 

Traditionally trained, organised and 
efficient secretary. Contact Cathy on 
07739 701555 or email cathe-
rinejdennis@icloud.com 
Confidentiality assured.  
DBS checked.  

The Ark 
AT BRIDESTOWE METHODIST CHURCH 

Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on 
Tuesdays From 10am to 12 noon And 2.00pm to 4.00pm 

Thursdays From 10.00am to 12 noon And 2.30pm to 4.30pm. 
Do come and join us, you will be made most welcome. 

You will find us on Launceston Road, Bridestowe. 
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COLOUR PRINTING & COPYING 
 

This service is available for a minimum of 10 copies at a charge of 
5p per single copy or 7p per double sided copy.  

 

FOR SALE COPIER PAPER 
£4.75 per ream 

The Community Newslink purchases its paper in bulk and as such is able to 
access competitively priced materials. We can currently offer our readers  
copier paper for the special price of £4.75 per ream, a vast saving on High 
Street prices.  We recommend you phone to check availability and arrange 
a convenient time to collect. 
 

Please Contact:  Terry Southcott, Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown 
     Phone 01566 783079. or M 07831309666 

All proceeds will go to The Lewdown Residents Association  
and The Community Newslink. 

Milton Abbot Grouped Parish Council 
 

Please see our website for lots of information about Milton 
Abbot, Chillaton, Bradstone, Dunterton and the surrounding 

areas, along with a list of the local Parish Councillors 

www.magpc.co.uk 



Page 20 

 

 

Come and help us celebrate 
the 

Harvest Festival Service 
Sunday 10

th
 September 

at  11.15 in 

St Peter’s Church, 
Lewtrenchard. 

  

This will be followed by    
a bring and share lunch, 

where 
everyone is invited. 
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Meeting for Worship 
Tavistock  every Sunday 10.00am.  
4 Canal Road, Tavistock.  
Contact – Kay Nicholson  
 01822 614596 
Okehampton  
Every Sunday 10.30am. 
Children’s Meeting 2nd Sunday  
Community Centre, Okehampton 
Community College, Mill Road, 
Okehampton.  
Contact - Eleanor Flack 01837 53475 

Quakers Roman Catholic Services 
 

 

Tavistock  Sunday 9.15 am 
 Holy Days 10am 
Fr. Greatbatch 01822 612645 
(P. Sparling 01822 860355) 
 
Okehampton Saturday 6pm 
 Sunday 11am 
Fr M. Darline Joseph 
          01837 52229 
Launceston Sunday 10.30 am 
 Holy Days 7.30pm 
Canon John Deeny 01566 773166 

St. Mary the Virgin, Marystowe 

Please see the church website www.southtamar.church for details about services. 
Services are also available online from 6pm on Sundays. 

Churchwardens 
Lifton-St Mary’s 
Mrs E Brown    01566 784386  Miss N Brimblecombe 
Broadwood- St Nicholas 
Mr D Perkin   01566 776758 
Kelly with Bradstone-St Mary’s 

Mr W Kelly   01822 870393 
Marystowe—St Mary  the Virgin 
Mrs B Dawe   01566 784797   
Coryton—St Andrews 

Mr G. Vicat    01822 820254  Mr R. Searight  01822 860148 
Stowford—St John the Baptist 
Mr C Chick    01566 783223   
Lewtrenchard—St Peters 
Mrs A Westlake  01566 783909  Mrs R. Dawe     01566 783127  
Thrushelton—St George 
Mr A J Nash   01566 783274  Mr T Nash  01566 783320 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Ministers  
United Benefice of Lifton, Broadwood, Stowford,  
Lewtrenchard with Thrushelton  & Kelly with Bradstone 
 

The Revd. Philip Conway, 01566 784462 
  liftonpriest@yahoo.com 
The Rectory, Parsonage Court, Lifton  PL16 0BJ 
 

Milton Abbot Benefice 
The Revd. Andy Atkins, 01822 870298 
andya4jc@gmail.com 
The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot PL19 0NZ 
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North Tamar Mission Community Service times 
for September 2023 

At going to Print, the following services are arranged in the Mission Community 
 

Sundays and Festivals  

3rd September  The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
8am: Eucharist at Stowford 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Lifton 
11.15am Parish Eucharist at Kelly   

    

10th September The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity  
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Broadwoodwidger 
  Morning Prayer at Thrushelton 
11.15am Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist at Lewtrenchard:  

   followed by Bring and share Lunch 
4pm Evensong at Lifton 
 

17th September The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Lifton 
11.15am Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist at Stowford:  
  followed by Bring and share Lunch 
  Morning Prayer at Kelly 
 

24th September The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Thrushelton 
  Morning Prayer at LIfton 
11.15am Parish Eucharist at Lewtrenchard 
6.30pm Harvest Thanksgiving Service at Broadwoodwidger 

 

1st  October The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
8am: Eucharist at Stowford 
9.30am Parish Eucharist at Lifton 
11.15am Parish Eucharist at Kelly   

    

Wednesday Morning Eucharist: 10.30 at Lifton 
There will be some occasions when the Wednesday Morning 
Service will be a service of Morning Prayer. 
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 From The Parish Priest 
 

Well!  What a Summer we have had! 
For our church family there has been much to celebrate! 
 

The celebrations kicked off at the end of July with our 
Summer Celebration at Roadford Lake. This was such a 
wonderful occasion. Well attended by joyful Christians, who, with 
the help of Menestrouthi brass, brought the warmth of the sunshine 
into the hall as the real thig decided to hide behind teeming rain all 
morning!! 
The visit of Origin Voices over the following weekend was wonderful 
in so many ways. It was so good to see people from all over the 
Mission Community supporting all the events. The worship on 
Sunday was a real treat and the Concert at Upcott surpassed all our 
expectations! Everyone who has spoken to me about it has said that 
the weekend left them feeling so much better. 
As I write, there is a great deal of anticipation in the preparation 
being done at Lewtrenchard for two Church Family Weddings, we 
are looking forward to a wonderful Ruby Wedding Celebration at 
Lifton, and much work has been done to prepare for yet another 
wonderful Flower Festival weekend at Broadwoodwidger, which I 
am sure will be well supported by all.  As the psalmist says in Psalm 
133:  Behold how good and pleasant a thing it is to dwell together 
in unity…. 
Much of the study of Church History is the study of arguments and 
fallings out…., and yet it should be of a people who live and worship 
together in love and work to proclaim God’s truth. I am certain that 
the last few weeks have been the latter rather than the former! 
A huge thank you to everyone who supported these events in any 
way… Let us build on this and work together, not just for special 
occasions like these, but in our daily lives and in support of our 
Sunday worship. 
With love and prayers, 

Philip 
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Harvest Thanksgiving 2023 

In the 

North Tamar Mission Community 

 

The Parish Church of 
St. Peter, Lewtrenchard 

  
 Sunday 10th September 

2023 

at 11.15am 

Harvest  Festival Eucharist 
Followed by 

“Bring and Share” Lunch 

The Parish Church of 
 St. John the Baptist, 

 Stowford 
  

Sunday 17th September 
2023 

At 11.15am 

Harvest Festival Eucharist 
Followed by 

 “Bring and Share” Lunch 

The Parish Church of 
St. Nicholas 

Broadwoodwidger 
  

 Sunday 18th September 
2023 at 6pm 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

Followed by 

Refreshments in The Hub. 

The Parish Church of 
 St. George, 
Thrushelton 

  
 Friday 6th October 2023 

at 7pm 

Harvest Thanksgiving Service 

Followed by 

Refreshments in the Church 

The Parish Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, 

Lifton 

Sunday 8h October 2023 

 at 4pm 
  

Solemn Evensong 

for Harvest Thanksgiving 

Followed by 

Afternoon Tea in the Church. 
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Bridestowe Methodist Church 
Preachers for September 

 

3
rd

           Drop in the Ark 10.30 -12.30 
10

th
         Rev Chris Jackson   S   11.00 

17
th
         United Service at C of E  9.30 

24
th
         Bridestowe Worship Group 11.00 

Lifton Methodist Church (in Lifton Down) 
Services and events during September 2023 
Our Sunday morning services begin at 10.30 am 
 
3 September Mrs Anne Rowe   Family Service 
10 September Revd Cathy Arscott  Sacrament 
17 September Revd Anne Curnow  Morning worship 
24 September Mr David Ley   Harvest Festival 
 
Children are welcome to all our services but our Family service 
is particularly planned to include all ages who are young at heart. 
 
6 September Coffee morning from 10.30 – 12.00 
   All welcome 
This is a very informal morning.  Our theme for the morning is 
“Guess who?” in which people are invited to bring unidentified 
photos of themselves when they were very young. 
 
Church Minister:  Revd Cathy Arscott (01566 780555) 

Lewdown  
 

Located in the roadside porch of the Blue Lion (EX20 
4DL) 
 

Please note it is not recognised by 999 calls if more than 200 
meters away from it.  When ringing 999 they will access code to 

open box. 
 

Chillaton 
Located in the Village Square on the wall of No. 1 Barn Cottages 
(PL16 0HS)     The 999 operator will be able to give directions for its use. 
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“In the knowledge and faith of Jesus Christ” 

A course exploring faith and worship for church goers and enquirers, 

new faces and old hands, the young in years, and the wise in experience. 
 

Following a number of requests, during September and October, there will be a 

course of 8 sessions for those who wish to learn about/deepen their 

understanding of Jesus Christ and the Christian Faith. 

It will be offered twice a week, to be as flexible as possible to fit in with other 

events and commitments. 

Commencing on the 11th September, the sessions will run at 5pm on Mondays 

and/or 7pm on Thursdays through to the end of October at The Rectory in 

Lifton.  Each session will last approximately one hour and will include Tea/Coffee 

and biscuits. Each session will conclude with a short office of Evening Prayer or 

Compline.  The Monday and Thursday session each week will cover the same 

material. 

Everyone is welcome to all the sessions; however, you are welcome to drop in 

for any session if you wish. 

1 Faith, belief and doctrine. 

2 Holy Scripture. 

3 Christian Worship. 

4 The Christian Year and Holy Days 

5 The Church 

6 The Sacraments Part 1 

7 The Sacraments Part 2 

8 Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

All enquiries to 
liftonpriest@yahoo.com 
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WELCOME TO  

LOBHILL FARMHOUSE 
BED AND BREAKFAST  

and HOLIDAY COTTAGE 

   Lobhill Farmhouse,  Lewdown,    
EX20 4DT 

 

Tel: 01566 783542   
0781 724 4687  

 

     Jane Colwill     
   

 www.lobhillbedandbreakfast.co.uk 
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PLUMBER 
 

EST 40 Years 
 

Lewdown 
& District 

 
Tel: 01566 783562 

 
Mobile: 07731878510 

Les sort it! 
Gardeners available. 
Hard working and 

honest 
Reliable 

Many skills to offer. 

 

 

 

If interested call 
Les 

07591761096 

JULY DRAW 
 

£15  Debbie Martin No. 10 
£5  Alwyn Spry No. 37 
£5  Kim Brook No. 115 

 
AUGUST DRAW 

 

£15  Sylvia CrockerNo.192 
£5  Jaime Ley No. 168 
£5 Dave Pearse No. 49 
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STOWFORD COMMUNITY 

COFFEE MORNING 

 

Support this new venture and come and meet your 
neighbours for a coffee, cake and catch up! 

 

When? 
10am-12 noon on the first Tuesday of every month. 

 

Where? 
Stowford Parish Hall. 

 

Cost? 
£3 per person (cash only) which includes a hot drink 

and cake. 
 

Profits will be donated to a charity chosen by SCCM. 
 

All friends and family welcome. 
 

If you need help with transport, please contact Sarah on 
07801106702 or Tracy on 07973327161 
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Minutes of Ordinary meetings held on 1st August 2023  
These abbreviated minutes are provisional until they are signed by the chair at the 

next meeting of the parish council. 
For the full minutes see the website.   

Meeting No 719 
Present:- Cllrs Leroy St Louis (Chair), Alexander, Govett, Lorna St Louis, Cllr Chris 
Edmonds (WDBC), Peter van Delft (clerk),  
Meeting opened 7.34pm 
1. Members of the public open forum – One member present, questions relating 

to item 7; why is there is no Impact assessment with the application, in particu-
lar the effect on wildlife from the proposal, what mitigation work is required 
and that a time limit should be set to complete the work.       

2. Minutes of previous meeting 718 was signed as a true and accurate record of 
that meeting, proposed by Cllr Lorna St Louis, seconded Cllr Govett, all in fa-
vour.    

3. Finance - Payments were approved for – Peter van Delft – clerk salary (May – 
June) £273.80, HMRC – PAYE for clerk £32.20, Community First Insurance – 
annual premium £152.80, ICO – Annual premium £35.00, Southgate studios –       
Parish Map frame and scan £545.00, Motion proposed by Cllr Govett, seconded 
by Cllr Alexander, all in favour. 

  R.F.O. reported a credit balance of £5,028.82 after approved payments, pro-
posed Cllr Lorna St Louis, seconded by Cllr Govett, all in favour.   

4. Planning – Ref 2457/23/HRN Application for hedgerow removal notice to re-
move 27.12 metre sections (total 324m of  

       hedgerow to enable 4km pipeline construction between Gatherley (sx37478 
83353) and operational site adjacent to 

       the Lyd (sx39924 85088) Site address - Land at SX374 833, Gatherley. Council 
decision – Support- Proposed Cllr Leroy St 

       Louis, seconded Cllr Alexander, all in favour   
5. Councillor vacancies – two councillor seats, it was resolved to place an advert 

in the Newslink.   
6. Stowford village traffic/speeding complaint – The Chair reported that he had 

been contacted regarding speeding vehicles through the village, the chair re-
ported that no further complaints have been reported in this matter, it was 
resolved that no further action would take place.  

7. Stowford village overgrown hedge complaint. It was resolved that the chair 
would contact the complainant to ascertain the facts of the matter. 

Stowford Parish Council  



Page 31 

 

8. Airband – Broadband provider update. – The council awaits a further update 
for anticipated connection schedule, the current understanding for completion 
is autumn/winter 2023.  

9. Cllr Edmonds of WDBC reported that support was available for parishioners hit 
by the ‘Cost of Living Crisis’ funding available through a hardship fund. D.H. to 
start work in the county on relining junctions with a new harder-wearing white 
lining. Junctions such as that at Sprytown Cross would benefit.   

10. Reports from Councillors. Cllr Govett requested that the D.C.C member is sent 
an invitation to future meetings. Cllr Govett suggested that the newsletter 
could be named the ‘Stowford Community Newsletter’, it could be available by 
following the link through the councils website, and the councils facebook page 
on the ‘Stowford Noticeboard’, proposed by Cllr Govett, seconded by Cllr Leroy 
St Louis all in favour.  Cllr Leroy St Louis reported that a parishioner has com-
plained about dog mess on the highway and dogs not kept on leads, Cllr Leroy 
St Louis to contact possible dog owners.  

11. Parish Map – It was resolved that the original Map should be sent to the Devon 
Record office for safe storage but ownership of the Map to remain the proper-
ty of the Parish Council. A copy of the Map can now be seen in the hall.         

12. Items for next meeting – Computer replacement, clerk employment contract 
review. 

Meeting closed 9.27pm 
Date time and place of next meeting - 5th September 2023 – 7.30pm at Stowford 
Parish Hall (Previously set for 12th September) 

Mr Peter van Delft, Stowford Parish Clerk   Portgate Chapel, Lewdown, 
Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4PZ Tel :01566 783023           
Email : stowfordclerk@gmail.com        www. stowfordparishcouncil.org.co.uk 

 
For bookings and enquiries contact  

Julie Chick - telephone 01566 783223        
Email – stowfordparishhall@gmail.com 

Charity No:  1020031 

mailto:stowfordclerk@gmail.com
mailto:stowfordparishhall@gmail.com
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Domestic Plumbing 
&          

Bathroom Fitting 
 
 

01566 784028 
 

07903535881 
 

careful & reliable service 
 

timdixonplumbing.co.uk 

Tim Dixon Megan’s Home 
Cleaning! 

 

10+ years in the 
Business 

Earth Friendly 
Cleaning solutions 

Weekly & bi-weekly 
Slots available 

Tel: 07955 805 271 
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Drawn to the Valley 

Open Studios 

26th August to 3rd September 

 

For those interested in Art, 

“Drawn to the Valley” is a collection of local artists working 

within the extended Tamar Valley area stretching from 

north Cornwall to as far as the Plymouth area. 

 

During the above mentioned period, venues will be open to 

visit and view art works on display and for sale. 

 

Your nearest local artists based in West Devon Villages group 

will be exhibiting their work at Lydford, Coryton, Mary Tavy, 

Peter Tavy, Long Cross and Tavistock Hamlets. 

 

WHY NOT FOLLOW THE TRAIL AND MAKE IT A DAY OUT 

 

Venues will be well signposted. 

 

Details available at Lewdown Post Office and Lifton Post 

Office 

 

Details of the full wide range of Open Studios, further afield 

is available at 

 

www.drawntothevalley.com 
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TORQUAY TAXIS Ltd 
 

AIR AND SEA PORT 
TRANSFERS 

 

luxury comfortable transport 
 

Door to door service 
 

All air and sea ports covered 
 

Reliable service 
 

Competitive prices 
 

18 years established 
 

Call Jared Spencer 
07830360341 
01566 451442  

supplier of 

HARDWOOD LOGS 
cut and split to your requirements 

Tel. Colin Bennett: 01822 487259 
Mobile: 07523172369 

Lewdown 
Victory Hall 
Bookings contact 

Roy Stacey 
On 01566 783267 
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Kirtonia, Vale Down, Lydford DEVON EX20 4BB 
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Lewdown Grouped Parish Council 
Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton 

Councillor Vacancies 
At the resent election on 4th May, 3 seats remain vacant on 
Lewdown Grouped Parish Council. These places can now be 
filled by co-option. If you would like to become a councillor 
representing the parish of Coryton, Mary Stow or 
Lewtrenchard please contact the clerk for details.  
  
The basic qualifications are as follows (you only need to meet one of the list.) 
1. you are registered as a Local Government Elector for the area of Coryton, Mary 

Stow or Lewtrenchard Parish Council. or 
2. During the whole of the last 12 months have you resided in the Civil Parish of 

Coryton, Mary Stow or Lewtrenchard or within 3 miles (4.8 kilometres). or 
3. During the whole of the last 12 months have you occupied as owner or tenant land 

or premises in the Civil Parish of Coryton, Mary Stow or Lewtrenchard, or 
4. During the whole of the last 12 months your main place of work has been within 

the Civil Parish of Coryton, Mary Stow or Lewtrenchard. 
  

Parish Clerk: Peter van Delft, Portgate Chapel, Portgate, Lewdown. Okehampton, Devon, 
EX20 4PZ 

  

Telephone: 01566 783023     Email: lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com.  
www.lewdowngroupedparishcouncil.org.uk     
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T C M  Plumbing      
Burst pipes? Tap dripping? Overflow running? Valves Leaking? 
Radiators not getting hot? Gutters blocked or leaking? 
Based locally at Inwardleigh we cover the surrounding areas  
Helping you with your plumbing needs no matter how small   
              

  Contact Tim Morgan 
Tel:  01837 810599 Mobile: 07838 901803 

         Or visit our website www.tcmplumbing.org.uk 
 to see what we can do for you 

J.D. HALL 
CARPENTER AND JOINER 

(OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.) 
 

FOR ALL YOUR WOODWORKING NEEDS 

CALL  01566 783566 OR  07881 752822 
www.jdhalloakconstruction.co.uk 
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TOP SOIL 
 

Top quality top soil for sale 
 

Sea Sand · Road Planings 
Various Decorative Gravel Chippings & Building Aggregates 

 

No VAT 
 

01566 784645 or 07771 823414 

 

The Clovelly Inn 
Bratton Clovelly 

Torben, Suzy, 
Alex & Thomas  

look forward to seeing you 
01837 871447 

 

Gardeners 
 

Enjoy the Winners Circle 
For that champion veg 
Collect your own FREE 

Proper Well Rotted 
The Only Local Source of  
Pedigree Fell Pony Plops 

01566 783471 
Free Bags Available! 

Trailers welcome! 

Apples Juicing 
Have you got too many apples? 

We can crush them, press, 
bottle & sterilise for Juice 

Contact - George Bellamy 

Woolacott Farm, Lewdown 

01566 783266 
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The Blue Lion, Lewdown 
Charlie, Nicky, Charlotte, Georgia, Jonty & Alfie 

Welcome you to our Family Friendly Pub 

01566 783238 
 
 

For upcoming live music & quizzes etc follow us on 
Facebook 

Search for ‘blue lion inn’ 

 
 

Public House offering good 
food, real ales, live music, pool, 

skittles, darts and BT Sports  

 

Spears Fishleigh 

Sanctuary Lane 

Hatherleigh 

EX20 3LH 

  

            Office - 01837 811112 / Mobile - 07792 163156 

 

Email  -  enquiries@pselectricians.co.uk 

Website  -  Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk 

All electrical work undertaken 

 

 

 

Part P approved 

P. S. Electrical 
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Steve Hunt 
01566 783228        07974 799062 

shjoinery@hotmail.com 

S H Joinery 
Granite and Quartz worktop cutting and fitting 

Cut roofs 

Traditional A frames 

Kitchen fitting 

External bi fold doors  

Joinery 
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