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Empty Skies 

I did not see them go but you seldom do 
Yesterday they flew happily around the sky 
Or chatted gaily on the telephone wires 
And thoughtlessly one tends to wonder why. 
 

Yet winter winds and rain are not for such as they 
That live for warmth and sunny skies of blue. 
But when icy winds and frosty days are gone 
The swallows come and welcome spring anew. 
 

As March winds die I watch the clearing skies 
To welcome back with ever thankful heart 
Those friends again to with us summer share 
Yet rue the day when we again must part. 
 

I well recall our first meeting on that April morn 
When over next doors roof they flew to make my day 
And twittered happily their joy just to be here 
Before the breeze caught them and they were whisked away. 
 

My mother loved the swallows all her life 
And claimed they on her birthday came 
They are earlier now it would appear 
She was born on the 19th April, Primrose Day. 
 

Imagine a summer without our welcome friends 
Is anything more lovely than a swallow on the wing 
When once again they fill our warming skies of blue 
I shall rejoice and then my happy heart will sing. 

 

©Frank Rolfe, November 2019 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE PROVIDING NEWS, INFORMATION AND ITEMS OF 
INTEREST FOR THE AREAS OF LEWDOWN, CHILLATON, CORYTON,  
STOWFORD AND MARYSTOWWE, THRUSHELTON, LEWTRENCHARD 

Established January 1999 
Issue No. 238 May 2020 

 Editor 
Andrew  McCarthy 

3 Reddicliffe Mews, Lewdown, Devon.  EX20 4BQ 
Telephone 01566 783093   E-Mail  mccarthy.andy@gmail.com 

 

Production, Distribution and Delivery Helpers. 
 

Mrs C. Bickell, Mrs Martin, Mr. T. Nash, Mrs R. Squires,  
Mrs A. Westlake, Mrs M. Rolfe, Terry Southcott, Simon and Monique Hedger,  

Coppers Stores, Keith Turner and Ryan and Jessica Kingdom 
 

All news, photographs, reports, events etc. for the Newslink need to be 
handed in to the Editor by 15th of the preceding month. 

 

We welcome your articles / items / advertisements. Though we do our best, we 
cannot guarantee to publish all that is sent to us, as some things will not reproduce 
in a good enough quality.  

Cover Picture -    Winner of the “Single Flower” category, Lewdown (Virtual) 
Produce Show 2020 (see pages 20—21 for more details) 

LEWDOWN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
 
The subscription to become a member of the Residents Association is £3 per head. 
Donations in support of the magazine are always gratefully received! Please do re-
member us. THANKYOU. 

 
Please send your Donation/Subscription Cheque/cash to: 
Mrs Sarah Nash, Anvil Cottage, Downpark, Lewdown. EX20 4BU  
You can also donate/subscribe direct to the Lewdown Residents Association bank 
account (using reference “LRA Sub 2020”) Account Number 97666081   sort code 
09-01-54 
For more information, please email: sarahnash@btinternet.com  
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Lew Trenchard  

Primary School 
 

 Monday to Friday  

9.00am to 3.30pm 

2-5 year olds 

Led by Lisa McMorrow 

Early Years Teacher 
Please phone for availability. 

Early Years Foundation Unit with 

plenty of safe outdoor space. 

We accept 2gether funding for 2 

year olds and Early Years Education 

funding for 3 year olds. 
 

Baby / Toddler Session 

Monday and Thursday mornings 

9.00am to 11.00am 

Justine welcomes you to come and 

join her in the Early Years setting 

for lots of fun activities (some 

messy) and plenty of singing.   

A great opportunity to meet other 

parents / carers. 

£2.00 per session – please bring 

your own snack. 

Please see the school website for 

toddler activities.  
 

For more information contact the school office on 01566 783273. 

www.lewtrenchard.devon.sch.uk 

 Email lewtrenchard@andaras.org 
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Dear readers , welcome back to the Newslink after nearly 6 month's 

away, and the good news is that things haven’t improved where my load of 
old flannel is concerned. I’ve had all this time to think of some interesting and 
enlightening things to entertain and impress you with, but as usual my brain 
has failed  miserably, anyway here’s one to start with. 

Well the good news is the present Mrs Nash and myself really enjoyed our 
holiday in the Mediterranean, the weather was spectacular and sunny and the 
view from the window looked a lot like the view we see every day from our 
Own window, but we are like so many others, and in truth a postponed 
holiday is not that important in the great scheme of things with all that’s been 
going on over the last few months. 

We did see the sun rise over a golden beach in Hawaii, but this was only on a 
web cam on the internet, mores the pity. 

To think the last thing I was waffling about was planting the garden last 
March, and now we are outside most evenings picking  runner beans and 
other veg and flowers. 

We have been making a list of all the different type of birds we have had visit 
our garden and at the moment we are at about 30. 

I went to the opticians the other day and had my eyes tested. Afterwards I 
asked if I could see the results. The optician looked at me and after a while 
said “ with your eyes no chance”. 

Here’s a interesting fact. A collective noun for a flock of sparrows is a quarrel 

Was not the thunder and lightning great this afternoon 12/08, but I am always 
impressed by the forces of nature and how small and insignificant we actually 
are. 

While lots of you out there during lockdown started new hobbies like 
gardening, or learning to play the ukulele , we in the Nash household have 
been making jigsaw puzzles . If there was a Olympic event in making puzzles, 
we would be in the running. We have made a good dozen over the last few 
months, including one that was nothing but minions. Well it helps to pass the 
time when you reach a certain age. 

Hope you have all kept safe and well over the last few months, Best wishes 
from your long lost chairperson Tim Nash 

Someone threw a giant bottle of omega 3 pills at me the other day. 
I am fine , I only suffered  super fish oil injuries!. 

Did you know 97% of the world is stupid?  Luckily I’m in the other 5%. 
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Lewdown Grouped Parish Council 
Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton 

These abbreviated minutes are provisional until they have been agreed and then 
signed by the chair at the next Parish Council meeting. For a full copy of the 

minutes go to the parish councils website.  

Minute No 729 of remote meeting held on Monday 27th July 2020 

Members of the public – 4 members present – Representations were made in 
connection with application 1830/20/FUL. Concerns over the size of yard in 
relation to the proposed barn. Proximity to a listed building. The amount of 
livestock that the owner has or intends to own. The applicants agent answered 
questions relating to the owners livestock, vehicle access, landscaping, location of 
proposed building in relation to the surrounding dwellings.        

  Dispensations & declarations of Interest – Cllr Dawe declared an interest in app. 
1949/20/FUL 

Planning – Ref: 1666/20/OPA – Outline application with some matters reserved for 
residential development to include demolition of former motel building to 
achieve cohesive residential development in line with approval 1199/19/OPA - 
Council decision – Support – Proposed Cllr Dawe, seconded Cllr Perkins. One Cllr 
abstained, seven Cllrs supported the decision.   

        Planning – Ref: 1916/20/FUL – Change of use, repair and alterations to 
agricultural barn to community building with café and tea room. Address – 
Lewtrenchard Manor, Road from Lewtrenchard Cross to Lobhill Cross, Lewdown, 
EX20 4PN -Council decision – Support – Proposed Cllr Wilkinson, seconded Cllr 
Dawe. One Cllr abstained, seven Cllrs supported.  

       Planning – Ref: 1917/20/LBC – Listed building consent for change of use, 
repair and alterations to agricultural barn to create community building with café 
and tea room. Address – Lewtrenchard Manor, Road from Lewtrenchard Cross to 
Lobhill Cross, Lewdown, EX20 4PN - Council decision – Support – Proposed Cllr 
Perkins, seconded Cllr Vanstone, eight Cllrs supported the decision.   

        Planning – Ref: 1949/20/FUL – Change of use of part of field to touring 
caravan/motor-home pitches with associated works (including dropped and 
dropper kerbs. Address – Land West of Lobhill Cottage, Lewdown, EX20 4DS - 
Council decision – No comment – Proposed Cllr Harrop, seconded Cllr Yeo, 4 Cllrs 
supported the decision, 2 Cllrs abstained, one Cllr objected.   

       Planning – Ref: 2095/20/PHH – Notification for prior approval for proposed 
larger home extension for kitchen extending 5.5m beyond the rear wall, 
maximum height of 4m and approx 3m height at the eaves Address – Bull Hill, 
Chilaton, Lifton, PL16 0HE - Council decision – Support – Proposed Cllr Wilkinson, 
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seconded Cllr Andrews, one Cllr abstained. Seven Cllrs supported the decision.   

       Planning – Ref: 1830/20/FUL – Proposed agricultural building. Address -  
Allerford Farm, Portgate, Lewdown, EX20 4PU-Council decision – Support – 
Proposed Cllr Metherell, seconded Cllr Vanstone, one Cllr abstained. Seven Cllrs 
supported the decision.  

4.   4.1 R.F.O. Reported a combined credit of £15,974.28 after authorised payments 

4.2 Payments were authorised for items below, Proposed Cllr Southcott, 
Seconded Cllr Yeo. 

ICO  – Annual Subscription (paid by dd) £35.00, Dean Elliott – Grass cuts at the 
ramps £200.00,  P. van Delft – Clerk salary – May -June £344.88 HMRC – Paye clerk 
£0.40, A. Harrop – Repayment for Zoom subs. May & June £28.78 4.3 

A Vat Refund £341.41 for the year 2019-20 has been received.     

 Correspondence – BT consultation on removal of payphone at Lowertown 
Cottages, Coryton. 

It was resolved to object to the removal again, Clerk to respond to the 
consultation.   

Councillor Southcott reported that work had commenced on the Wig Wag lights 
installation.   

Date, time and place of next scheduled remote meeting – 28th September 2020 – 
7.30PM  

Peter van Delft 
Lewdown Grouped Parish Clerk 
 

Parish Councillors 
 Andrew Harrop (Chair): Tom Andrews (Vice chair), Sylvia Crocker: Trevor Dawe: Colin Dunn:  

George Metherell: Nicola Perkins:  
Terry Southcott: Owen Vanstone: Brian Wilkinson: Graham Yeo:  

 
Address, Portgate Chapel, Portgate, Lewdown, Okehampton, EX20 4PZ 

Telephone: 01566 783023         Email: lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com        
Website: www,lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk       

TOP SOIL 
 

Top quality top soil for sale 
 

Sea Sand · Road Planings 
Various Decorative Gravel Chippings & Building Aggregates 

 

No VAT 
 

01566 784645 or 07771 823414 

mailto:lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com
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The Blue Lion, Lewdown 
Charlie, Nicky, Charlotte, Georgia, Jonty & Alfie 

Welcome you to our Family Friendly Pub 

Pool  -  Darts  -  Skittles  -  Sky Sports 

01566 783238 
 
 

For upcoming live music & quizzes etc follow us on Facebook 
Search for ‘blue lion inn’ 

 
 

 
Thank you all for your support during this weird 

and tough time and good luck at keeping this 
virus away!  

P. S. Electrical 
 
Spears Fishleigh 

Sanctuary Lane 

Hatherleigh 

EX20 3LH 

 

Office - 01837 811112   Mobile - 07792 163156 

 

Email  -  enquiries@pselectricians.co.uk 
 

Website  -  Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk 
 

All electrical work undertaken 

 

Part P approved 
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DOMESTIC HELP 
 

Traditional help around the home, 
Help with cooking a meal, baking 

and light gardening. 
 

self employed 
 

Food safety and hygiene cert 
catering level two 

 

Allergy awareness training 
 

Insured  
 

Tel 01566 783514 
 

email 
laurrainebennett@outlook.com 

 
fb/BakingUPCompany 

Lewdown 
Victory Hall 

Bookings contact Esme 
or Roy Stacey 

On 01566 783267 

 

The Clovelly Inn 
Bratton Clovelly 

Torben, Suzy, 
Alex & Thomas  

look forward to seeing you 
01837 871447 

Wanted to purchase 
 

Medals - Watches - Coins 
Expert advice given on Auctions/Probate/Insurance etc. 

 
 
 

Contact Roger Knowles 
 

Telephone 07763 792195 (Evenings) 



Page 10 

 

 

OIL BOILERS Breakdown  Servicing  Replacement 
Genuine 24 hr service - Lots of common parts in stock! 

OIL TANKS Replacement  Relocation  New Installations 
Real emergency service – we can pump out a leaky tank to one of our temporary tanks  

and we can connect it up to your system – hows that for a problem sorted! 

PLUMBING & HEATING As well as our renowned 24 hour  

Emergency Plumber service we also carry out ‘normal’ plumbing and heating jobs – 
just ask!  

01566 783471       07596 997207       
07599 078 805 

R & S McNamara, Lewdown, Devon EX20 4PT     Retained Contractors to all of the major insurers      
 

OFTEC Reg C12274  

www.emergencyplumbersouthwest.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A LOCALLY BASED SERVICE AND REPAIR 
COMPANY FOR OIL FIRED HEATING/COOKING 

APPLIANCES. 
 

MARK WOULD BE PLEASED TO OFFER 
COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR A QUALITY SERVICE. 

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE:  PLEASE ENQUIRE 
 

 BASIC BOILER SERVICE £60 
 

 BASIC COOKER SERVICE £70 
 

PLUS THE ADDED BONUS OF NO VAT TO PAY! 
 

SO GRAB A BARGAIN SERVICE FOR YOUR BOILER OR 
COOKER BY CALLING: 
 

MARK ON 07814 976 076 
 

BROADWOODWIDGERBOILERSERVICE@GMAIL.COM 

 
 

PLUMBER 
 

EST 30 Years 
 

Lewdown 
& District 

 
Tel: 01566 783562 

 
Mobile: 07546 158318 
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Lewtrenchard W.I. 
 
As I’m sure all our friends in the village understand W.I. has 
not been able to meet in person since March.  As with many of 
our local organisations everything came to a halt during lock-
down. Although that is easing to some degree, we do not feel 
it would be safe to start meeting as we used to just yet.  
 
That does not mean that we have not been doing anything 
though!  We have been keeping in touch with our members by 
phone, email and recently by producing a short Newsletter.  At 
the beginning we set up a Neighbourhood Help Scheme, and 
we have been grateful for all the help that members and non-
members have given with shopping, collecting prescriptions 
and other requests that those shut in have made.  I know there 
is a piece about those activities further on in the Link. 
 
We were also asked by our Federation President early on to 
help with making headbands for nurses, to make the wearing 
of face masks more comfortable.  Not many were able to sew, 
but many members did provide fabric, buttons, organisational 
skills and delivery.  Around 250 were taken to our Tavistock 
hospital and a couple of local care homes. 
 
Since then we had hoped to do more together by holding an 
outdoor picnic in August, but sadly we have been thwarted by 
the limit on those meeting being still only six outside.  So in-
stead we arranged a little surprise for the ladies on the day we 
wanted to hold the get-together, and very much hope they en-
joyed that! 
 
We have very much missed our meetings, but look forward to 
a time when things are more normal, and we can catch up 
again.  If any ladies who live locally would like to join us you 
would be very welcome.  When we can once again meet we 
will let you know where and when. 
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 Launceston Men’s Probus Club 
 

 

 
Are you a retired Professional? 
Are you a retired business man? 

If you answered yes to one of the above come 
and join us. 

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday each 
month 

 at 10.15am (except Bank holidays)  
at The Eagle House Hotel, Launceston.  You 

are welcome to come and meet us. 
There is an opportunity to socialize over a 

coffee with like minded people.   

We have a speaker to entertain us at each of 
our meetings and events during the year. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Launceston-Mens-Probus.btck.co.uk 

Or  

Telephone Neil on 01566 86514 

Evans Plumbing and Heating 
 

Based in Lydford Robbie Evans is your local Plumbing and Heating Engineer 
 

• Installations of Boilers 

• Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs 

• Central Heating Systems 

• Bathrooms and Kitchens 

• Blocked Drains and Burst Pipes 

• 24hr Call Outs 

• FREE No Obligation Quotes 

01822 820884 
or 07794053150 

evansplumbingandheating@outlook.com 

One Bedroom Flat for Rent 
 

* rural, quiet location between Bridestowe and Lewdown 
* furnished  
* garden and parking 
* LPG central heating 
* suit single person 
* own transport recommended 
 

£450/calendar month plus bills (water included) 
For further details call 01837 861645 

tel:01837%20861645
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Adrian Davey 
Painter and Decorator 

Over 30 years experience 
Friendly and reliable service 

01566 780 477 

Lewdown Past 
 

The Lewdown and area local history group 

A very different Lewdown but maybe a reminder of the quieter times 
last April? 
 

Not surprisingly, due to the current government regulations and 
recommendations regarding meeting up with others, it is not possible to 
continue with our programme of meetings for the time being. Even the walk 
we had planned for this month would technically have only been able to 
involve a few people.  
 

Due to so many meetings having to be cancelled this year the committee 
will be considering reducing or waiving membership fees for next year, as 
we hope that the situation will improve at some stage. I’m sure many will 
have missed our sociable meetings and seeing everyone again will be very 
welcome.  
 

We hope everyone is keeping safe and well. 
Hilary and Stewart 
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Broadbury Landcare 
 All Aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
Fully Qualified Fully Insured Free Estimates 

10 Years Experience 

  Andrew Barton   07532 216216      
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WELCOME TO  

LOBHILL FARMHOUSE 
BED AND BREAKFAST  

and HOLIDAY COTTAGE 

   Lobhill Farmhouse,  Lewdown,    
EX20 4DT 

 

Tel: 01566 783542   
0781 724 4687  

 

     Jane Colwill     
   

 www.lobhillbedandbreakfast.co.uk 
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DO YOU NEED AN 
EXTRA PAIR OF HANDS? 

 
 

 
 

MAN AND VAN 

STRIMMING    MOWING 

HEDGE TRIMMING 

GROUNDWORK 

STONEWALLING 

 
GARRY 

 
0784 2084329 

 
 
 
 
 

 
AUGUST 

DRAW 
 
£15 Eric Gilbert No. 46 
 
£5   George Moyse No. 198 
 
£5 Rosie Brixey No. 129 
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Meeting for Worship 
Tavistock  every Sunday 10.00am.  
4 Canal Road, Tavistock.  
Contact – Kay Nicholson  
 01822 614596 
Okehampton  
Every Sunday 10.30am. 
Children’s Meeting 2nd Sunday  
Community Centre, Okehampton 
Community College, Mill Road, 
Okehampton.  
Contact - Eleanor Flack 01837 53475 

Quakers Roman Catholic Services 
 

 

Tavistock  Sunday 9.15 am 
 Holy Days 10am 
Fr. Greatbatch 01822 612645 
(P. Sparling 01822 860355) 
 
Okehampton Saturday 6pm 
 Sunday 11am 
Fr M. Darline Joseph 
          01837 52229 
Launceston Sunday 10.30 am 
 Holy Days 7.30pm 
Canon John Deeny 01566 773166 

St. Mary the Virgin, Marystowe 
Church services at  9.30am unless otherwise stated 

1st Sun. in the month - Holy Communion  ⚫  3rd Sun. in the month - Family Service 

Churchwardens 
Lifton-St Mary’s 
Mrs E Brown    01566 784386  Mrs G Whitford 01566 784242 
Broadwood- St Nicholas 
Mr D Perkin   01566 776758 
Kelly with Bradstone-St Mary’s 

Mr W Kelly   01822 870393 Mr R Eggins  01822 870240 
Marystowe—St Mary  the Virgin 
Mrs B Dawe   01566 784797  Mrs D Asbridge 01822 860378 
Coryton—St Andrews 

Mr G. Vicat    01822 820254  Mr R. Searight  01822 860148 
Stowford—St John the Baptist 
Mr C Chick    01566 783223  Mr S Hedger  01566 783765 
Lewtrenchard—St Peters 
Mrs A Westlake  01566 783909  Mrs R. Dawe     01566 783127  
Thrushelton—St George 
Mr A J Nash   01566 783274  Mr T Nash  01566 783320 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Ministers  
United Benefice of Lifton, Broadwood, Stowford,  
Lewtrenchard with Thrushelton  & Kelly with Bradstone 
 

The Revd. Philip Conway, 07717 717786  
liftonpriest@yahoo.com 
The Rectory, Parsonage Court, Lifton  PL16 0BJ 
 

Milton Abbot Benefice 
The Revd. Andy Atkins, 01822 870298 
andya4jc@gmail.com 
The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot PL19 0NZ 
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Bridestowe Methodist Chapel 

Hello to Lewdown Newslink readers. As we have some friends that join us 
from Lewdown I have been asked to tell you just a little about what we are 
doing at the moment. 

As has been the case with many churches and chapels our chapel building 
has been closed for worship during the past months. But this has not 
stopped us being a church, because the church is not the building but the 
people. We have been meeting on zoom every Sunday to share in the 
West Devon circuit service and including our own worship material. Joyce 
Vanstone plays for us to sing our hymns and we have different people do 
the bible readings and take part in other ways. 

Worshiping in this way has enabled people that would normally worship 
elsewhere to join us, this has been a real blessing. We also have a prayer 
meeting on a Wednesday morning. 

In our chapel building AC Worth have been busy with the work to develop 
part of our building into a community meeting place and coffee bar. The 
project called the Ark has been in the planning for some time and was 
started earlier this year but was held up by the Covid lockdown. 

We look forward to welcoming people from the whole 

area to the Ark as soon as possible. 

If anyone would like to join us for our zoom worship 

please email me, Dean James djfarmer@hotmail.co.uk 

Lewdown  
 

Located in the roadside porch of the Blue Lion 
(EX20 4DL) 
 

Please note it is not recognised by 999 calls if more than 
200 meters away from it. 

 

When ringing 999 they will access code to open box. 
 

Chillaton 
Located in the Village Square on the wall of No. 1 Barn 
Cottages (PL16 0HS)  
The 999 operator will be able to give directions for its use. 
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Lewdown (Virtual) Produce Show 
August 2020 

 
On the 22nd August Lewdown held their first virtual produce show. Thank 
you to all that entered with over 50 entries spread over 6 classes 
 
From scarecrows to flowers gardens and veg on a tray. 
 
1st Tim and Nicky Nash taken 
before last week's storm! 
 
2nd Julie Chick from far off 
Stowford 
 
3rd Barbara Worth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
longest runner bean, was a closely fought contest with 3 over 17 inches 
 
1st John and Marion Lethbridge 17.8 
 
 
Vegetable Animal 
 
1st Tim and Nicky Nash 
 
2nd Megan Nash 
 
3rd Julie Chick 
 
 
 
 
Single Flower (see front cover) 
 
1st Sarah Nash         2nd John and Marion Lethbridge        3rd Eva Briggs 
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Selection of veg 
 
1st Andrew Nash 
 
2nd Tim Nash 
 
3rd Eileen Worth 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Scarecrow 
 
1st Richard Hill and family 
 
2nd Barbara Scott 
 
3rd= John and Marion Lethbridge 
 
3rd= Tim and Nicky Nash 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to all that enter, hopefully a normal show will go ahead next 
year. 
 
A big thanks must go to Mr Brian Wonnacott of Halwill Junction for judging 
the classes. 
 
Roy and Esmy Stacey for judging the scarecrow class 
 
Marion Lethbridge with coming up with the idea and for Jonathan Nash for 
putting all the entries in the right classes 
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Stowford Parish Council 

These abbreviated minutes are provisional until they are signed by the chair at the 
next meeting of the parish council. A full copy of the minutes can be viewed on the 

parish councils website.   

Minutes of Ordinary remote meeting No 687 held on Tuesday 14th July 
2020, 7.30pm 

Members of the public – Two members present. Parishioners gave an insight to 
the planning application 1644/20/FUL.    

 Planning application – 1644/20/FUL – Erection of live/work dwelling, At Orchard 
Studio, Stowford, Lewdown, EX20 4BZ, Council decision – support – proposed Cllr 
Dunn, seconded Cllr Bowers    

R.F.O. Report showed a current account credit of £5017.18 after payment of 
invoices. Council approved invoices for payment, proposed Cllr Lorna St Louis, 
seconded Cllr Roberts. Invoices due for payment – Community First (annual 
insurance premium) £177.31, ICO – renewal premium (paid by dd) £35.00, P van 
Delft-clerk salary May–June £172.60, HMRC–Paye £43.20, M.C. Carpentry &       
Joinery – repairs to bus shelter £460.00 – A VAT Refund of £37.87 had been 
received. Cllr Leroy St Louis has been added as a bank signatory and former Cllr 
Bones has been removed. 

Repairs to bus shelter – Now completed, Cllrs Leroy and Lorna St Louis and 
Bowers offered to treat the shelter with wood preserver weather permitting.   

Councillor reports. Cllr Lorna St Louis reported that a number of photos of pot-
holes had been taken on the road from A30 to Sprytown-cross on the West Devon 
Drive. Cllr Lorna St Louis to register on the Devon Highways website.    

6.  Parish Hall lease agreement extension – Extension of current agreement to 
permit time to finalise new lease agreement. Cllr Bowers agreed to revise the 
draft extension. It was resolved to provide the extension to allow more time for 
the parish council to register the hall and lease.   

 Councillor vacancy – One position is vacant, the chair asked for cllrs to contact 
any interested parishioners. WDBC have been informed of the vacancy.   

Review of parish council meetings places – The hall could now be opened for the 
public to use, however for p.c. to resume to use the hall for meetings the hall and 
pc must adhere to current government Covid 19 guidelines. The provision of risk 
assessments from the Parish Council and Stowford Parish Hall Committee before 
pc meetings can resume.     
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Facebook – Council presence on the media platform. Cllr Leroy St Louis suggested 
that Facebook may provide an additional useful social media platform for 
parishioners to see what the council is currently doing, latest news, WDBC news, 
local organizations services such as that provided by Soupa Troopers and  useful 
information notices such as latest bus timetables, local road works etc could also 
be listed on the page. Concern was raised by Cllrs Bowers and Edmonds that        
nuisance messages may be posted and that it would be beneficial to have a 
monitor regularly checking the page for any such instances. Cllr Leroy St Louis to 
enquire further to seek more information and then to report back at the next 
meeting.    

Items to be included for next meeting; Parish hall registration and lease agreement, 
recreation ground registration, public space protection orders-dog control articles a 
consultation, Office of the police and crime commissioner councillor advocate 
scheme, clerk employment contract and appraisal. 

Date time and place of next remote meeting – 8th September 2020 – 7.30pm  

Parish Councillors 
Leroy St Louis (Chair), Colin Dunn (Vice chair), 

Teresa Bowers, Audrey Hennessey, Kay Roberts (MBE), Lorna St Louis  
 

Peter van Delft, Stowford Parish Clerk,  Portgate Chapel, Lewdown,   Okehampton, 
Devon, EX20 4PZ    Tel: 01566 783023   Email: stowfordclerk@gmail.com   

Website: ww.stowfordparishcouncil.org.co.uk 

Do you need help in your 
garden? 

I can help with the 
grass cutting, strimming 

and hedge trimming 
Is your garden shed un-tidy? 

I can clear and organised it for you 
 

Phone Adrian: 07764 220289 

mailto:stowfordclerk@gmail.com
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Granite and Quartz worktop cutting •  Doors •Staircases • 
Kitchens • Cut roofs • Windows • Sash Windows • 

External bi-fold doors •  
Machining service available. 

Bespoke joinery for completely unique pieces. 
Steve Hunt 

01566 783228         07974799062 
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We are now approaching Autumn and have missed our annual Barbecue. 
This year we have hardly had any public events for the Forgotten Garden, 
because of the risks of coronavirus. 

Our Spring Jumble Sale and the May Bluebell event were cancelled. Now 
things are becoming clearer, we feel that holding an Annual General Meeting 
this year would not be sensible. The Committee has agreed that the 2020 
AGM is postponed to 2021 when we will attempt to either run it in the 
spring or combine the two years. It isn’t ideal but we believe that this is the 
prudent answer to the circumstances where meetings in village halls have to 
remain Covid-secure. All the committee members have agreed to continue in 
their current roles for another year and annual subscriptions, which are 
now due have stayed the same for another year at £10 per person or Joint 
membership £15. 

If you wish to pay by cheque post to - 

FFGL  
C/O The Old Rectory Lewtrenchard 
Okehampton  
EX20 4NU  

Or give to Sue Butland, Brian Wilkinson, Graham Yeo or any committee 
member. Alternatively use BACS payment by contacting us for account 
details. 

It has been pointed out that ticks are found wherever wild animals such as 
deer pass and the woodland garden is no exception so if you walk through it 
please check yourself and your dog for them and remove them at the 
earliest convenience by gently easing them off with tweezers around their 
mouth parts. Devon County Council has put warnings on their website, 
because it seems that the warm weather has led to more tick problems this 
year than usual. https://www.devon.gov.uk/eycs/are-you-tick-aware/ 

Please keep up with our news on the web -   

http://www.forgottengarden.co.uk 
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GRAHAM TOWNSEND GROUNDWORKS 
 

WATER DRAINAGE & GROUNDWORK SPECIALISTS 
 

 WATER LEAKS & RENEWALS  
 DRAINS CLEARED   GROUNDWORKS  
 TREATMENT PLANT   DRAINS REPLACED  
 ALL FENCING WORK       MOLING (No Dig)  
 DEMOLITION    PATIOS DRIVES 

 SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLED 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
TEL: 01837 657687 / 01566 783788 

MOBILE: 07866 465093 
email:  info@gtownsendgroundworks.com 

Stowford Parish Hall Hire Charges 
£3 per hour (Special rates for users of over 30 weeks per year £2 per hour) 
Parties, Wedding, Funerals  £20 
General and Euro Elections £120 
Tables £2 each (plus £20 Deposit)  Any number of Chairs 25p each 

Contact Julie Chick on 01566 783223 for bookings and enquiries 
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T C M  Plumbing      
Burst pipes? Tap dripping? Overflow running? Valves Leaking? 
Radiators not getting hot? Gutters blocked or leaking? 
Based locally at Inwardleigh we cover the surrounding areas  
Helping you with your plumbing needs no matter how small   
              

  Contact Tim Morgan on 01837 810599 
         Or visit our website www.tcmplumbing.org.uk 

 to see what we can do for you 

September Morn 
 

A reluctant mist at last gives way before the coming of the morn 

And the rising sun falls slanting on the field of golden corn 

From leafy hedge it stretches far in calm serenity 

With scarlet poppies here and there like ships upon the sea 

A breeze that springs from nowhere to give each ear a soft caress 

With soft and gentle ripples like the sound of a silken dress. 

Like a rising wave at sea it rolls so gently across the field 

To die a death then rise again as each straining stalk must yield 

Above the ripening ears of wheat that dance in the summer haze 

Are loved and familiar faces from those youthful, distant days. 

One face I see from long ago, one crowned with golden hair 

And we walk hand in hand again beside the wheat field there. 

I can smell again the sweetness of dew on the dusty corn 

And see the sun-jewelled cobwebs on the bramble and leafy thorn 

So often now I still recall the joys of that September 

Though sleep may steal then from my mind, tomorrow I’ll remember. 
©Frank Rolfe. October 2006 

J.D. HALL 
CARPENTER AND JOINER 

(OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.) 
 

FOR ALL YOUR WOODWORKING NEEDS 

CALL  01566 783566 OR  07881 752822 
www.jdhalloakconstruction.co.uk 
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Showroom Opening Hours: 
 

Mon-Fri 9am until 4pm  
 

Saturday 9am until 2pm 
 

Call us now for a FREE 
no obligation quote on: 

  01288 381 852 

Visit our Showroom at Red Post, Nr Bude, Cornwall. EX23 9NW 
 

Supply and install woodburners & multi-fuel stoves 
 

• Gas & Electric stoves 

• Fire places & surrounds 

• Chimney flues & linings 

• Laying slate hearths & oak beams 

• Chimney stack rebuilds & repairs 

• Fireplace renovations 
• Showroom with live working stoves 

 

Website: www.cblstoves.co.uk    
Email: carl@cblstoves.co.uk 

Telephone: 01566 783743  Mobile: 0780 410 4812 

http://www.cblstoves.co.uk/
mailto:carl@cblstoves.co.uk
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Domestic Plumbing 
&          

Home Improvements 
 
 

01566 784028 
 

07903535881 
 

careful & reliable service 
Bathroom and shower installation 

Tiling 
General home maintenance  

& repair 

Tim Dixon 
Bulk Buy Fuel Loans 

 
We know living without mains gas can be 
expensive.  If you rely on oil, Calor gas, 

LPG, wood or coal to heat your home, we 
may be able to help you to spread the cost of 

your bulk buy over six months* 
 

Find out more: call 01823 461099, 

or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 
 

Your local, not-for-profit lender funded by 
West Devon Borough Council 

 

Wessex Resolutions CIC 

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, 
Taunton, TA4 1EU 

www.wessexresolutions.org.uk 
 

* Subject to Status   

Representative 0% APR 

Are you concerned about speeding 
in restricted areas? 

Do you want to do something about it? 
Then join a volunteer speed watch group. 

Your local West Devon Borough councillors are looking for 
volunteers to form a ward wide speed watch group/s.  For 

more details of what's involved and to volunteer contact one 
of the following Bridestowe Ward councillors with your full 

contact details.  
Full Name, Address, Phone No./s, Email address  

These will be forwarded to the police and information sent to 
you. 

cllr.caroline.mott@westdevon.gov.uk   01837 861212 
Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk    01566 783079 

mailto:cllr.caroline.mott@westdevon.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk
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K. Moore & Son. 
PLANT HIRE 

 

Specialising in all sitework, 
drives, sand schools, septic tanks 

hedging and all types of  farmwork. 
 

Royal Oak, Newton Down, Lifton 

Tel:- 01566 784722 
07785 540494 

FORD COTTAGE CHILDMINDERS 
Kathy Lawrence & Jo Kingdon 

Over 10 years Experience 

OFSTED Rated Outstanding 

We will cater for your Childcare needs 

Ages 4 months—14 years 

7.30am  -  6.00pm  weekdays 

We accept the Government funding for 3 year olds 

and 2gether funding for eligible 2 year olds. 

As little or as much as you need. 
We operate a ‘Pay as you go’ system  -  No charges for missed days 

 

TEL:  01566 783317 Email: childminders@hotmail.co.uk 
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Lakeside, Roadford Lake 

Open 7 days a week 
Please see website for seasonal opening 

times 

 

Café   Gift Shop  Sunday Carvery 

Weddings   Conferences   Events 

Walks   Cycling 

Children’s Play Area 

 

Call 01566 784859 

www.swlakestrust.org.uk 

Catering Van 
HOSPITALITY WITH A HUG 

Available for your event 

Contact 07572412421 
 

Pulled Pork, Bacon, Sausages, 
Burgers, Chicken Curry, chips,  

Hot & Cold Drinks. Homemade Cakes 
and Cream Teas in season. 

Happy to discuss with customers just 
ring me or find me on Facebook 
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John Burrows Boiler Services 
 

Commissioning, Servicing and 
Breakdown Engineer  

for  
Domestic Oil Fired Appliances  

 

AGA Rayburn Grant Trained 
OFTEC Reg No C9888  

 

Tel: 01822 810494  
and 07782345395  

 

E-Mail: 
John_campbellburrows@icloud.com  

 

Gill House, North Brentor, 
Tavistock, Devon PL19 0LR  

 

Special Rates for the Elderly 
 

FUND RAISING FOR 
"HELP FOR HEROES" 
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Asian Hornet Week 2020  
7-13 September 
We are asking everyone to be vigilant in 
looking out for this alien species, the 
Asian Hornet, Vespa velutina. This 
hornet could decimate our pollinators 
including our honey bees, it is important 
to have everyone actively looking for it. 
Autumn is the time for trapping as 
wasps and hornets lose their sources of 
floral nectar and find hives full of honey 
very attractive. We are asking 
beekeepers to put an hour aside every 
day to watch for hornets hawking their 
hives during Asian Hornet Week.   
 

Effect on Biodiversity 
Hornets are well known for their attacks 
on other hymenopteran species, 
especially honey bees.  
 

How to report an Asian 
hornet 
Fill out the details in the form - Non-
native Species Alert -  at the link,   
https://www.brc.ac.uk/risc/alert.php?
species=asian_hornet 

COLOUR PRINTING & COPYING 
 

This service is available for a minimum of 10 copies at a 
charge of 5p per single copy or 7p per double sided copy.  

 

FOR SALE COPIER PAPER 
£3.50 per ream 

The Community Newslink purchases its paper in bulk and as such is able to 
access competitively priced materials. We can currently offer our readers  
copier paper for the special price of £3.50 per ream, a vast saving on High 
Street prices.  We recommend you phone to check availability and arrange 
a convenient time to collect. 
 

Please Contact:  Terry Southcott, Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown 
        Phone 01566 783079.  

All proceeds will go to The Lewdown Residents Association  
and The Community Newslink. 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/risc/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
https://www.brc.ac.uk/risc/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
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Growing & Supplying 
Turf, Topsoil & Compost 

Acres of weed treated turf all ready to be cut. 
All turf is cut fresh then supplied direct to your drive. 

Topsoil and Compost dry stored 
Landscaping & Laying 

Years of experience in clearing, planning, landscaping lawns & laying turf. 
Diggers, Stone Buriers, levellers & graders 

Grass Cutting & Maintaining 
Specialists in maintaining large lawns & playing fields. 

Grass Cutting, Collecting, Disposal & Mulching. 
Vegetation Clearance. 

We only grow professional turf & use specialist machinery 

Pete Badge 
01822 610998 
07980564175 
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Gardeners 
 

Enjoy the Winners Circle 
For that champion veg 
Collect your own FREE 

Proper Well Rotted 
The Only Local Source of  
Pedigree Fell Pony Plops 

01566 783471 
Free Bags Available! 

Trailers welcome! 

Septic Tanks 
 

Emptied 
 

Phone: 01805 601203 
 

Mobile: 07831 241531 
 

Leave a message, we will 
return your call, or email:  
 

hearnhaulageltd@outlook.com 
  

Small Lorry 
Available 

 

Card payment accepted 
 

Hearn Haulage Ltd 
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 EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE 

999 
For all other information and contact 

with Police stations call 101 
Your local police contact for 
Lewdown. Chillaton. Stowford Lifton 
area is - 
PCSO SEONIAD GREENWOOD 

Please contact via 101 
For Neighbourhood & Farm Watches 
and crime prevention advice 
 
For HORSE WATCH  
Gina. 01837 840716 
 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 
 

Parish Clerks 
Lewdown Grouped 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com 
 www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk 

Milton Abbot Grouped 
Shane Honey 01822 840454 
              shanehoney7@hotmail.com  
 www.magpc.co.uk 

Stowford 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 stowfordclerk@gmail.com 

www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

West Devon M.P. 
Geoffrey Cox M.P.        01822 612925 
County Councillor 
Kevin Ball  07870 377879 
Borough Councillors 
Milton Ford Ward 
  Mr Neil Jory  01822 860342 
Bridestowe Ward  
 Terry Southcott       01566 783079  
  Caroline Mott               01837 861212 
Tamarside Ward 
  Chris Edmonds             01566 784794 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lewtrenchard  01566 783273 
Lifton             01566 784288 
Milton Abbott  01822 870273 
    

COLLEGES 
Tavistock  01822 614231 
Okehampton  01837 650910 
Launceston      01566 772468 / 773918 

 

RING AND RIDE SCHEME 
Okehampton Area 01837 55000 
Tavistock Area 01822 618028 
 
 

COMMUNITY GROUPS                                
Cricket Club            07847111330 

  Chillaton Football Club 01822 860476 
Lamerton Pony Club 01822 860350 
Lewdown Past   01566 783396 
Lewdown Residents Assn 01566 783320 
Lewtrenchard W.I.  01566 784104 
Lifton Benefice Churches 

     The Revd. Nick Law   01822 840229   
Lifton Surgery  01566 784788  or 111 
Red Spider Company  01566 783505 
Recreation Field   01566 783367 
Stowford Hall   01566 783223 
Victory Hall   01566 783267 
Youth Cricket   07847111330 

  Young Farmers  07531 286011 
ADVICE HELPLINES 

  Citizen’s Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
West Devon Women's Aid   0183755228 
Age Concern    01752 665424 
Health Info Line   0800 665544 
Homelessness Trust       01822 615259 
Parentline               0800 8002222 
Relate                01392 275681 
Samaritans               08457 909090 
Tavistock Area Support Services (TASS) 
 (Age UK is at TASS) 01822 616958 

  Transport to Health           01822 617525 
Victim Support               01822 820455 
Youthwize Okehampton  01837 54004 
SHOP & POST OFFICE 
Copper’s Post Office & Stores Lewdown 
    01566 783218 

Newslink Day 

There will be NO Newslink assembly 
day until future notice.  The magazine 

will be produced and delivery arranged, 
in order to ensure people can keep their 

distance from one another.  

This system will continue until it is safe to 
socialize once more 

http://www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk/
http://www.magpc.co.uk/
http://www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk/

