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EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE 
999 

For all other information and contact with 
Police stations call 101 

Your local police contact for 
Lewdown. Chillaton. Stowford Lifton 
area is - 
PCSO SEONIAD GREENWOOD 

Please contact via 101 
For Neighbourhood & Farm Watches 
and crime prevention advice 
 
For HORSE WATCH  
Gina. 01837 840716 
 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 
 

Parish Clerks 
Lewdown Grouped 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com 
 www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk 

Milton Abbot Grouped 
Shane Honey 01822 840454 
              shanehoney7@hotmail.com  
 www.magpc.co.uk 

Stowford 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 stowfordclerk@gmail.com 

www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

West Devon M.P. 
Geoffrey Cox M.P.        01822 612925 
County Councillor 
Lois Samuel  01837 851240 
Borough Councillors 
Milton Ford Ward 
  Mr Neil Jory  01822 860342 
Bridestowe Ward  
 Terry Southcott       01566 783079  
  Caroline Mott               01837 861212 
Tamarside Ward 
  Chris Edmonds             01566 784794 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lewtrenchard  01566 783273 
Lifton             01566 784288 
Milton Abbott  01822 870273 
    

COLLEGES 
Tavistock  01822 614231 

Okehampton  01837 650910 
Launceston      01566 772468 / 773918 
 

RING AND RIDE SCHEME 
Okehampton Area 01837 55000 
Tavistock Area 01822 618028 
 
 

COMMUNITY GROUPS                                
Cricket Club            07847111330 

  Chillaton Football Club 01822 860476 
Lamerton Pony Club 01822 860350 
Lewdown Past   01566 783396 
Lewdown Residents Assn 01566 783320 
Lewtrenchard W.I.  01566 784104 
Lifton Benefice Churches 

     The Revd. Philip Conway  01566 784462   
 liftonpriest@yahoo.com 

Lifton Surgery  01566 784788  or 111 
Red Spider Company  01566 783505 
Recreation Field   01566 783367 
Stowford Hall   01566 783223 
Victory Hall   01566 783267 
Youth Cricket   07847111330 

  Young Farmers  07443 461344 
 
ADVICE HELPLINES 

  Citizen’s Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
West Devon Women's Aid   0183755228 
Age Concern    01752 665424 
Health Info Line   0800 665544 
Homelessness Trust       01822 615259 
Parentline               0800 8002222 
Relate                01392 275681 
Samaritans               08457 909090 
Tavistock Area Support Services (TASS) 
 (Age UK is at TASS) 01822 616958 

  Transport to Health           01822 617525 
Victim Support               01822 820455 
Youthwize Okehampton  01837 54004 
SHOP & POST OFFICE 
Copper’s Post Office & Stores Lewdown 
    01566 783218 

Newslink Day 

There will be NO Newslink assembly 
day until future notice.  The magazine 

will be produced and delivery arranged, 
in order to ensure people can keep their 

distance from one another.  

http://www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk/
http://www.magpc.co.uk/
http://www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk/
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE PROVIDING NEWS, INFORMATION AND ITEMS OF 
INTEREST FOR THE AREAS OF LEWDOWN, CHILLATON, CORYTON,  
STOWFORD AND MARYSTOWWE, THRUSHELTON, LEWTRENCHARD 

Established January 1999 
Issue No. 254 March 2022 

 Editor 
Andrew  McCarthy 

3 Reddicliffe Mews, Lewdown, Devon.  EX20 4BQ 
Telephone 01566 783093   E-Mail  mccarthy.andy@gmail.com 

 

Production, Distribution and Delivery Helpers. 
 

Mrs C. Bickell, Mrs Martin, Mr. T. Nash, Mrs R. Squires,  
Mrs A. Westlake, Mrs M. Rolfe, Terry Southcott, Simon and Monique Hedger,  

Coppers Stores, Keith Turner and Ryan and Jessica Kingdom 
 

All news, photographs, reports, events etc. for the Newslink need to be 
handed in to the Editor by 15th of the preceding month. 

 

We welcome your articles / items / advertisements. Though we do our best, we 
cannot guarantee to publish all that is sent to us, as some things will not reproduce 
in a good enough quality.  

Cover Picture -  The start of the Tractor Run organised by the Lewdown YFC in 
February (see page 23 for more) 

LEWDOWN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
 

We would like to thank all those who have made the commitment over the last year 
to support the work of the Lewdown Residents Association by paying a subscription.  
Your support is very much appreciated. 
 

The subscription to become a member of the Residents Association is £3 per head. 
Donations in support of the magazine are always gratefully received! Please do re-
member us. THANKYOU. 

 
 
 
 
 

Please send your Donation/Subscription Cheque/cash to: 
Mrs Sarah Nash, Anvil Cottage, Downpark, Lewdown. EX20 4BU  
For more information, please email: sarahnash@btinternet.com  

The Community NewsLink 
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Good evening to you all, and welcome to this months load of old 
waffle, some of which might be interesting, but don’t hold your breath. 

Over the last few weekends I have been getting plastered on a regular basis, 
don’t worry yourselves to much, as I am doing some work over with my 
daughters, and I would like to think most of it is still attached to the wall, but 
like when I do some painting there seems to be plenty every where else also. 

Big news. The present Mrs  Nash and myself went to Exeter to shop the other 
day, and yes I spent some money, I treated Nick to dinner. There’s a lovely 
restaurant called the Ivy facing out to the cathedral, you can sit inside or out , 
we decided to sit out, about 800 yards away in fact, I’m not made of money 
you know, but one day who knows, I might have a complete lobotomy. 

We recently had the grandson and the dog, over to look after for a few hours, 
so we went for a walk, as for a few brief moments it wasn’t raining. We met 
several people along the way, and they all either wanted to cuddle the child or 
the dog. It seems that I have passed the age where random people want to 
cuddle me oh well that life for you. 

Will close now as the Guinea pigs need  a bath. 

Best wishes from your chairperson Tim Nash. 

There was a article in the press recently, that said that 30% of all pet owners 
let their pets sleep with them. I tried it but it didn’t work out to well for me 
and the goldfish. 

A friend of mine recently got a job in a bowling alley. “Ten pin I asked?, No 
he replied definitely a permanent position. 

And finally a question for you. How long is a minute?. 

It depends on which side of the toilet door you’re on. 

Stowford Village Hall AGM 

Wednesday 20th April 

7pm 

Held in the Hall 

All Welcome 
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Lew Trenchard  

Primary School 
 

 Baby / Toddler Session 

Monday morning 9.30am to 10.30am. 

Justine welcomes you to come and join 

her at Lew Trenchard Primary School for 

lots of fun activities (some messy) and 

plenty of singing.   

A great opportunity to meet other 

parents / carers. 

£2.00 per session – please bring your own 

snack (we are unable to provide drinks for 

parents). 

We will be adhering to all current covid 

policies and procedures to keep you and 

your little one safe.   

For more information contact the school office on 

01566 783273. 

www.lewtrenchard.devon.sch.uk 

 Email lewtrenchard@andaras.org 
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The Blue Lion, Lewdown 
Charlie, Nicky, Charlotte, Georgia, Jonty & Alfie 

Welcome you to our Family Friendly Pub 

01566 783238 
 
 

For upcoming live music & quizzes etc follow us on 
Facebook 

Search for ‘blue lion inn’ 

 
 

Public House offering good 
food, real ales, live music, pool, 

skittles, darts and BT Sports  

P. S. Electrical 
 
Spears Fishleigh 

Sanctuary Lane 

Hatherleigh 

EX20 3LH 

 

Office - 01837 811112   Mobile - 07792 163156 

 

Email  -  enquiries@pselectricians.co.uk 
 

Website  -  Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk 
 

All electrical work undertaken 

 

Part P approved 
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John Burrows Boiler Services 
 

Commissioning, Servicing and 
Breakdown Engineer  

for  
Domestic Oil Fired Appliances  

 

AGA Rayburn Grant Trained 
OFTEC Reg No C9888  

 

Tel: 01822 810494  
and 07782345395  

 

E-Mail: 
John_campbellburrows@icloud.com  

 

Gill House, North Brentor, 
Tavistock, Devon PL19 0LR  

 

Special Rates for the Elderly 
 

FUND RAISING FOR 
"HELP FOR HEROES" 

TJS fencing  
contractors 

 
Friendly reliable 

service 
Competitive rates 

 
Post and rail, stock 
netting, agricultural 

maintenance 
 

All to a high standard 
No job too small 

07832 187057 
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Wine and 

Cheese Evening, 
 

with Sung recital, 

accompanied 
 

by Mary Mazur Park 

on piano 
 

in the Main Hall  

 Coombe 

Trenchard  
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Queens Platinum 
Jubilee 

 

All are invited to a meeting at Lewdown Victory 
Hall on the 8

th
 of March at 19:30.  

Hear about what is planned and how you could 
help us put on a great celebration of the Queens 
70 years of service. 

Grand Jumble Sale 
2nd April 

no entry before 2pm 
Lewdown Victory Hall 

Entry Fee 20p 
In aid of  Lewdown Cricket Club 

 
for further info contact Pauline Geering 

01822 820400 
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Lewdown Grouped Parish Council 
Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton 

These minutes are abbreviated, for the full minutes visit our website, 
Lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk 

 

Minute No 747   Monday 31st January 2022 at Lewdown Victory Hall commencing at 7.30pm 

Ordinary Meeting 
 

1. Members of the public open forum – The Chair from the Lewdown W.I, the 
Chair from Stowford Parish Council and one member were present. A 
parishioner gave a brief history of the Trafalgar way the historic route for 
dispatching news of the Battle of Trafalgar 1805. The Chair of Lewtrenchard 
W.I.  wished to thank Cllr Wilkinson for the work he had done at the 
Ramsonwillis in clearing a path for the ‘Nature Trail’. Two dedicated trees will 
be planted by the WI later in the autumn. The chair from Stowford PC wished 
to hear about preparations on item 11. and how Stowford PC could work with 
L.G.P.C. and associated clubs, groups and organisations.            

2. Naming of access road servicing the Slaughterhouse site; Proposal - Trafalgar 
Close with houses numbered 1 to 5.   

        It was resolved to support the proposal, Cllr Andrews proposed the motion, 
Cllr Southcott seconded, all in favour   

3. V.E. Day 50th year Remembrance commemorative stone – It was resolved to 
unveil the stone on Sunday 8th May.      

4. Finance- The following payments were authorised; P. van Delft – clerk salary 
(Dec-Jan) £291.80, HMRC – PAYE £61.80 

      Cllr B. Wilkinson – Replacement timber for the Ramps bench £31.65, Dean 
Elliott – Grass cut (sept 2021) £50.00 

      E. Pascoe & Son – V.E. Day Remembrance stone £292.80. The R.F.O Report 
showed a combined balance of £19.134.90 after authorised payments, Cllr 
McSmythurs proposed and Cllr Andrews seconded payments and the report, 
all in favour.  Asset register – A request for more information on supporting 
evidence to substantiate ownership of its assets, Cllrs provided dates for seats 
at Fourways Junction and Lobhill Cross, Cllr Andrews found additional assets 
that may now include land at Lobhill cross, more detail to follow.       

5. Reports from Cllr Mott (WDBC) Cllr Southcott reported on behalf of Cllr Mott 
asking if the p.c may consider a Broadband Champion, this would help with 
providing a service and also for speeding up delivery of fiber though out the 
parish. After much discussion Cllr McSmythurs offered to look at the options 
available and report back to councillors. The chair suggested that an article in 
the Newslink may prove helpful, Cllr Southcott agreed to produce a notice for 
the Newslink.     

6. Reports from councillors: Cllr Southcott reported that V.A.S. signs may prove 
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very useful in slowing down traffic, positioned at the end of the new 30mph 
limit in Lewdown Village with the other sign near the Jethro’s site.  Cllr 
Southcott also reported that he had been given an old copy of the parish’s 
Appraisal dated 1994, it was proposed to look at the appraisal and consider its 
contents for analysis at the next meeting.           

7. The Queens Platinum Jubilee 2022 – Weekend of celebrations – Cmtte 
members collaboration partner arrangements.  

 7.1. It was resolved to contact organisations, clubs and groups who may be 
 interested in participating in the organising of the celebrations, the chair 
 to send out invitations to a Zoom meeting.   

 7.2 Jubilee bench – no comments at this meeting 
 7.3 Beacon site – Subject to permission from B.G. Cllr Dawe offered the use of 

 land for this purpose.  
 7.4 Celebration arrangements – Cllr Dawe kindly offered to donate a lamb for 

 a BBQ  
 7.5 Lunch - street party/Victory Hall – a Bring & Share lunch was thought 

 appropriate.  
8. Cllr Samuel (DCC) Reported that she had continued to liaise with D.H. however 

unfortunately D.H. will not review further the extension of the 30mph through 
to the Jethro’s site. D.H. will review again when new housing stock is built 
along the C822. Cllr Samuel also reported that the Speedwatch data will be 
very helpful in a review. Also reported that in the West Devon area 85% of 
adults were now vaccinated with the booster jab. The council was now looking 
a balancing a budget for the year 2022-23. 

9. Emergency plan – The chair suggested that the Victory Hall could be an 
appropriate refuge, DCT have grants available for E.P. equipment, a list is to be 
drawn up. The chair also suggested that once the draft E.P. is completed an 
enactment of an emergency to check if it robust and fit for purpose.         

10. Bench repairs at Lobhill Cross – Cllr Andrews reported that some concreting 
work was now needed and this would be dealt with in due course with Cllr 
Metherell.   

11. Correspondence - Letters of appreciation for grants and donations were 
received from Lewtrenchard PCC, Marystow PCC, Citizens Advice and 
Lewdown Cricket Club. A request from Lewtrenchard W.I to decorate the bus-
shelters promoting ‘Show the Love’, councillors were all in favour and looked 
forward to seeing the decoration.        

 

Date of next extraordinary meeting 28th February at Lewdown Victory Hall, 
7.30pm    

 

Date, place and time of next scheduled meeting 28th March at Lewdown Victory 
Hall, 7.30pm  
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T C M  Plumbing      
Burst pipes? Tap dripping? Overflow running? Valves Leaking? 
Radiators not getting hot? Gutters blocked or leaking? 
Based locally at Inwardleigh we cover the surrounding areas  
Helping you with your plumbing needs no matter how small   
              

  Contact Tim Morgan on 01837 810599 
         Or visit our website www.tcmplumbing.org.uk 

 to see what we can do for you 

J.D. HALL 
CARPENTER AND JOINER 

(OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.) 
 

FOR ALL YOUR WOODWORKING NEEDS 

CALL  01566 783566 OR  07881 752822 
www.jdhalloakconstruction.co.uk 
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Are you concerned about speeding 
in and around the Lewdown area? 

 

Speed Watch needs your help 
 
The group needs more volunteers to be able to be more visible and 
active at educating drivers.  
 
This will also help collate data that we can use to build the case to 
get Devon County Highways to put in measures to reduce speed 
though our growing village hopefully before someone is killed or 
seriously injured by the very poor driving and lack of respect for 
the residents of the village. 
 
 

We badly need more active volunteers to ease the burden on 
the operators of the group and be active more often.  

 
If you can find some time to help, please contact 

Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk  
or call 01566 783079 or 07831309666 
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WE NEED YOU 

 

On the 23 of April 

From 10.30 to 12.00 

at St Peter’s, Lewtrenchard 
for a Coffee Morning combined 

with  a Bring and Buy sale, 

Cake stall  plant stall  

and 

  Book stall  
 

****Free Admission**** 

All proceeds to the church fabric 

fund 
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Stowford Parish Council 

 
Minutes of ordinary meeting held on Tuesday 11th January 2022  
These are abbreviated minutes, for the full minutes please go to the parish 

councils website.  
 

1.  Planning – Ref 4394/21/FUL – Construction of a new dwelling, Land to the east 
of Stowford Farmhouse, Stowford, 

                           Lewdown, EX20 4BZ Council decision – Object, for comments go to 
the WDBC planning porthole.  

     Proposed - Cllr Dunn, seconded - Cllr Roberts, unanimous decision.   
2. Finance - Payments were approved for - Peter van Delft – clerk salary, £176.80, 

HMRC – PAYE £44.20, Stowford PCC – 
        Graveyard maintenance £200.00, Citizens Advice – donation £100.00, Newslink 

– Donation £50.00, Proposed by Cllr 
        Kenyon, seconded by Cllr Roberts. R.F.O. Reported that the projected balance 

after payments is £907.47, however  
        projected future receipts of £4881.72 remained unclaimed.  
3. Cllr Edmonds of WDBC – reported that a government Omicron grant of up to 

£6000 was now available, applications to be received by 28th February. A tenant 
incentive scheme was now available to help with the housing shortage, the 
council hopes that larger properties will be made available with tenants 
downsizing to smaller properties thus freeing up the larger properties for 
families best suited to those properties, incentive grant is worth up to £5000.    

4. Reports from councillors – Cllr Lorna St Louis suggested that the clerk to contact 
the administrators of Devon & Cornwall Windows & Doors and ask if they could 
release the ordered door if it was fabricated. Cllr Kenyon reported that the 
WDBC Broadband Champions scheme was a challenge but would continue to 
pursue the initiative. Cllr Leroy St Louis reported that he would be attending a 
virtual Highways training course.      

5. Refurbishment and repairs to the parish hall update – The clerk reported that 
the out-door electric lighting still needed to be installed later in the month. 
Some minor work on the kitchen was now nearly complete. Indoor lighting, new 
heating and new kitchen was now installed.  

6. 25-year V.E. remembrance tree plaque – replacement plaque. It was resolved 
that a similar plaque to that of the 75yr plaque should be suitable for the long 
term. Cllr Kenyon and Leroy St Louis to arrange. Cllr Dunn commented that 
maintenance of the ground and area around the tree should be arranged, Cllr 
Leroy St Louis suggested that this could be done by the community.    
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7. Portgate Cross grit bin – Maintenance around the bin will be undertaken by Cllrs 
St Louis.  

8. Safe guarding of the parish map, future protection & display - Cllr Kenyon 
suggested that the map needed to be scanned and then printed, quotes to be 
obtained.  

9. Recreation Ground & Parish Hall registration update – Clerk contacted Land 
registry for an update in December, he was told that the backlog had not helped 
the application, however since it was now 14 months it was now nearing the 
point of processing the application.      

10. Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations – council participation and arrangements. 
It was resolved that a Beacon on the Recreation Ground is the best location. 
Other ideas included a Brass Band concert at the hall combined with a Bar-b-
que, an Afternoon tea. Also, suggestions included a 1950’s Dance that could be 
held in the hall and a drive around the village in a 1950’s car.  

12. Facebook Parish council page update - Cllr Leroy St Louis circulated an over
 view of the objectives and options available. Cllrs are asked to review the doc
 ument and comment back before the next meeting. The chair wanted it 
 known that the council must decide what to do at the next meeting.    
 
Date time and place of next meeting - 8th March 2022 – 7.30pm at Stowford Parish 

Hall  

COLOUR PRINTING & COPYING 
 

This service is available for a minimum of 10 copies at a 
charge of 5p per single copy or 7p per double sided copy.  

 

FOR SALE COPIER PAPER 
£3.50 per ream 

The Community Newslink purchases its paper in bulk and as such is able to 
access competitively priced materials. We can currently offer our readers  
copier paper for the special price of £3.50 per ream, a vast saving on High 
Street prices.  We recommend you phone to check availability and arrange 
a convenient time to collect. 
 

Please Contact:  Terry Southcott, Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown 
        Phone 01566 783079.  

All proceeds will go to The Lewdown Residents Association  
and The Community Newslink. 
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Les Sort It! 
I am expanding my gardening  business and offer a variety of 

skills. No job turned down. All jobs considered. 

Honest, Hardworking and reliable. 

Any inquiries please call Les 07591761096 

Lewdown YFC. 
There was an amazing turnout for 
the Tractor Run organised by 
Lewdown YFC on Sunday 20th 
Feb.   
 
98 Tractors joined the event, 
featuring everything from the old to 
the new…. 
 
 
The event was raising money for 
Hospiscare, The Stroke Association 
and Brain Tumour Research.  
 
Upcoming events include an Easter 
Bingo event to be held at the Lewdown 
Victory Hall. 
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Meeting for Worship 
Tavistock  every Sunday 10.00am.  
4 Canal Road, Tavistock.  
Contact – Kay Nicholson  
 01822 614596 
Okehampton  
Every Sunday 10.30am. 
Children’s Meeting 2nd Sunday  
Community Centre, Okehampton 
Community College, Mill Road, 
Okehampton.  
Contact - Eleanor Flack 01837 53475 

Quakers Roman Catholic Services 
 

 

Tavistock  Sunday 9.15 am 
 Holy Days 10am 
Fr. Greatbatch 01822 612645 
(P. Sparling 01822 860355) 
 
Okehampton Saturday 6pm 
 Sunday 11am 
Fr M. Darline Joseph 
          01837 52229 
Launceston Sunday 10.30 am 
 Holy Days 7.30pm 
Canon John Deeny 01566 773166 

St. Mary the Virgin, Marystowe 

Please see the church website www.southtamar.church for details about services. 
Services are also available online from 6pm on Sundays. 

Churchwardens 
Lifton-St Mary’s 
Mrs E Brown    01566 784386  Miss N Brimblecombe 
Broadwood- St Nicholas 
Mr D Perkin   01566 776758 
Kelly with Bradstone-St Mary’s 

Mr W Kelly   01822 870393 
Marystowe—St Mary  the Virgin 
Mrs B Dawe   01566 784797   
Coryton—St Andrews 

Mr G. Vicat    01822 820254  Mr R. Searight  01822 860148 
Stowford—St John the Baptist 
Mr C Chick    01566 783223   
Lewtrenchard—St Peters 
Mrs A Westlake  01566 783909  Mrs R. Dawe     01566 783127  
Thrushelton—St George 
Mr A J Nash   01566 783274  Mr T Nash  01566 783320 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Ministers  
United Benefice of Lifton, Broadwood, Stowford,  
Lewtrenchard with Thrushelton  & Kelly with Bradstone 
 

The Revd. Philip Conway, 01566 784462 
  liftonpriest@yahoo.com 
The Rectory, Parsonage Court, Lifton  PL16 0BJ 
 

Milton Abbot Benefice 
The Revd. Andy Atkins, 01822 870298 
andya4jc@gmail.com 
The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot PL19 0NZ 
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Lifton Benefice Service times for March 2022 
Any updates will be posted on the Benefice Website.  north-tamar-churches.org. 
At going to Print, the following services are arranged in the Benefice 

 

Sundays and Festivals  
2nd March ASH WEDNESDAY 

7pm  Benefice Eucharist: The Liturgy for the beginning of Lent 
 At Broadwoodwidger 
 

6th March The First Sunday of Lent 
8am  Said Eucharist at Stowford 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Lifton 
11.15am Parish Eucharist at Kelly 

 

13th  March The Second Sunday of Lent 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at  Broadwoodwidger 
  Morning Prayer at Lifton 
11.15am Parish Eucharist at Lewtrenchard 
 

20th March  The Third Sunday of Lent 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at  Lifton 
11.15am Morning Prayer at Kelly 

   Parish Eucharist at Stowford 
 

27th March  The Fourth Sunday of Lent/Mothering Sunday 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at  Thrushelton 
  Morning Prayer at Lifton 

 11.15am Parish Eucharist at Stowford 
 

3rd May The Fifth Sunday of Lent (beginning of Passiontide) 
8am  Said Eucharist at Stowford 
9.30am   Parish Eucharist at Lifton 
11.15am Parish Eucharist at Kelly 
 

Wednesday Morning Eucharist: 10.30 at Lifton 
There will be some occasions when the Wednesday Morning Service 

will be a service of Morning Prayer.   
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From the Parish Priest 
 

Dear friends, 
 

Have you had a well disciplined start to the year?  How are your New Year 
Resolutions going? 
 

Did you join in with Fry January, or a Veganuary? 
It is amazing what human beings will do to challenge ourselves to look after our 
bodies and souls. But there is nothing new, and if you are still looking for something 
to work with to “improve yourself” could I humbly suggest keeping Lent. 
 

Lent is not a miserable time, or it should not be! It is a time to think about how much 
God loves us, and how we can respond to that love. That means thinking about 
ourselves, how we relate and behave towards each other and God, which can 
sometimes make us feel a little uncomfortable, but that is because God’s love is so 
beautiful. 
 

Lent is not just about giving things up, it is about exploring more fully God’s love for 
us. In our churches we will be following the Live lent, daily programme, which will be 
both online, and also uses a attractively designed booklet which will be available in 
all of our churches. 
Lent has two purposes, for us to discover how we can be better Christians, and to 
prepare for the commemoration and celebration of Jesus Passion, death and, 
resurrection over Holy Week and Easter.  Great events are always better when they 
re prepared for properly, so I invite you to join me and our church communities in 
keeping lent together so that we may grow in love together and rejoice together at 
Eastertide. 
 

With love and prayers, 
Philip  

Everyone welcome to  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022 
Friday 4

th
 March 2022 

@ lifton down CHAPEL 

2.30 pm 
 

PRACTICE: Friday 25
th

 February 2.30pm  

 Lifton down chapel 
 

Further details:  

Mrs Audrey Jones 01566 783392 
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Lewdown Past 
The Lewdown and area local history group 

 

Stowford Parish Hall 
Tuesday 15 March at 7.30pm 

 

The Tavistock Canal 
 

an illustrated talk by Simon Dell 
 

 

Lewdown Past is back in action. For our first meeting in 2022 we 
have invited Simon Dell MBE, who many of you will have met 
before. For many years Simon was involved in policing our area 
and, through his love of walking, is an authority on a range of 
local topics and the environment. 
 

In the nineteenth century the Tavistock canal was an important 
artery for mines and businesses in Tavistock and the 
surrounding area. Many of the associated buildings and 
structures are still visible, and for about four miles the towpath 
forms a beautiful walk. Its preservation is partly due its structures 
and flow being maintained, primarily to feed the power station at 
Morwellham. It is possible we may have a follow-up walk later in 
the year. 
 

As we only had a few meetings before our enforced break, 
membership subscriptions for 2020 will be valid throughout 
2022. At this stage we do not anticipate any anti-Covid 
precautions, apart from maybe spacing out seating, but do wear 
a mask if you prefer. Please contact Hilary (number below) if you 
need any further information, including parking. I’m sure many 
will have missed our sociable meetings and seeing everyone 
again will be very welcome.  
 

Visitors are very welcome but may like to phone 01566 
783396 nearer the time to check there has not been a rare 

change of programme or for further information. Charge £2 
for members, £3 for non-members to include refreshments.  
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Bridestowe Methodist Church 
 

The attached 
picture is of past 
Lewdown resident 
Fred Hammet,  
who came from his 
care home in 
Princeton to 
Strawberry Fields 
for Lunch with a 
few friends to 
celebrate his 101st 
Birthday. 

 
 
 
 

Preachers for March at 11.00am unless stated 
 

6             V Brown 
 

13           D Suttcliffe 
 

20           US at C o E  9.30 am 
 

27           Bridestowe Worship Group 

Let Wanted 
English overseas-based couple seeking south Devon rental in annex, 
flat or estate-like cottage in peaceful area. Plymouth or surrounding 
areas. Needing a base for more regular visits to family in the area. 
 
If you can help please contact charlottewellon@hotmail.com 
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Lewdown W.I. Reports 
 
Our most recent meeting was held on February 14th. Following the singing of 
Jerusalem, our president, Margaret Dunn, led the business part of the meeting. 
We were updated on the adoption of our penguin, bought on our behalf by 
one of last year's speakers who spoke to us about her work in the Falkland 
Islands and used her fee to adopt a penguin for us. He is named Lewie. 
Members were reminded of the walks and coffee morning. Our competition 
this month was to make a green heart to show our love for the countryside and 
our concern over climate change. The hearts are to be displayed in the bus 
stops at Stowford and Lewdown from the 15th. 
 
     We were then introduced to our speaker,  Hilary Stevenson, The Devon 
Cottage Gardener. Hilary was brought up in the country and always 
appreciated the benefits of country life. Having worked in marketing for 
several years, including time with Anita Roddick at The Body Shop, where 
she was heavily involved with care for the environment, Hilary eventually 
moved to the local area in 2017. We were then amazed to see through a series 
of excellent slides how Hilary had turned an overgrown, rundown 
smallholding into a nature paradise and commercial flower farm. The 
emphasis has always been on creating an environment that naturally attracts 
nature into it. For example, an old hidden pond is now a beautiful lake which 
has brought in a variety of wildlife, such as nesting kingfishers, grass snakes, 
toads and moorhens. An area developed as a prairie now has stoats and 
weasels in residence. Lockdown gave Hilary the opportunity to develop a 
flower farm. Her emphasis is always on growing British flowers and most 
importantly choosing plants that suit the soil and growing sustainably. At the 
moment 90% of flowers sold in the UK are imported. These are often 
produced using chemicals. In 2017 flowers grown in Columbia and flown to 
the USA just for St Valentine's Day produced 360,000 metric tons of CO2, 
roughly equivalent to 78,000 cars driven for a year. Hilary is an advocate of 
no-dig gardening. She covers the ground with cardboard, this is then covered 
in garden waste, compost and when possible, sheep's wool which is good at 
retaining moisture. Hilary emphasised how British flower growers were 
feeding the birds and supporting bio-diversity.  She now enjoys a business 
providing sustainably grown British flowers for weddings, parties and 
business events. 
 
(The following Report for the meeting on January 10th was omitted from last 
month’s Newslink due to a Technical issue) 
 
The WI party was held in December on Zoom. One of our members, Sharron, 
gave us an interesting demonstration on making some impressive Christmas 



Page 25 

 

decorations.  We also had a quiz organised by our secretary, Barbara Scott.  
After Christmas members voted to return to the Victory Hall for the January 
meeting. This took place on the 10th and began with the singing of Jerusalem.  
Our president opened the meeting with the minutes of the previous meeting 
which were agreed. Our treasurer, Monique Hedger, gave her report. A 
birthday card was given to a member who has a birthday this month. 
Members were reminded of the walk on the 13th. This was going to be a local 
walk along part of the Baring-Gould trail. They were also reminded of the 
walk and coffee morning at Roadford on the 20th. Members agreed that it 
would be advisable to postpone the Christmas lunch due to be held later this 
month to later in the year, probably to May.  
 
  Margaret Dunn informed the meeting of the very sad death of our longest 
standing member, Monica Horn, just before Christmas. Her funeral is due to 
be held on the 17th and members will arrange the flowers in church. During 
her time as a member since the 1960s, Monica had served on the 
committee ,and served at various times as treasurer, secretary and president 
and will be very sadly missed. 
 
     Committee members then gave a short talk on each of this year's 
resolutions.  These are voted on by all institutes and one is taken forward to 
be acted on at national level. The topics were varied and covered the areas of 
Girls' fashion, Non-violent women offenders, Diagnosis of ASD and ADHD 
in girls, The Menopause and Tackling digital exclusion. 
 
     Our secretary, Barbara Scott, ended the meeting entertaining us with a quiz 
on the truth behind Old Wive's Tales. 

 

LEWDOWN 200 CLUB 
DECEMBER DRAW 

 

£50 JULIE CHICK   No. 164 
£15 ANGELA WILKINSON   No. 67 
£5 IMOGEN & TOM SPOONCER No. 104 
£5 SYLVIA CROCKER   No. 192 
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GRAHAM TOWNSEND GROUNDWORKS 
 

WATER DRAINAGE & GROUNDWORK SPECIALISTS 
 

 WATER LEAKS & RENEWALS  
 DRAINS CLEARED   GROUNDWORKS  
 TREATMENT PLANT   DRAINS REPLACED  
 ALL FENCING WORK       MOLING (No Dig)  
 DEMOLITION    PATIOS DRIVES 

 SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLED 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
TEL: 01837 657687 / 01566 783788 

MOBILE: 07866 465093 
email:  info@gtownsendgroundworks.com 

Stowford Parish Hall Hire Charges 
£3 per hour (Special rates for users of over 30 weeks per year £2 per hour) 
Parties, Wedding, Funerals  £20 
General and Euro Elections £120 
Tables £2 each (plus £20 Deposit)  Any number of Chairs 25p each 

Contact Julie Chick on 01566 783223 for bookings and enquiries 
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TOP SOIL 
 

Top quality top soil for sale 
 

Sea Sand · Road Planings 
Various Decorative Gravel Chippings & Building Aggregates 

 

No VAT 
 

01566 784645 or 07771 823414 

 

The Clovelly Inn 
Bratton Clovelly 

Torben, Suzy, 
Alex & Thomas  

look forward to seeing you 
01837 871447 

Apples Juicing 
Have you got too many apples? 

We can crush them, press, 
bottle & sterilise for Juice 

Contact - George Bellamy 

Woolacott Farm, Lewdown 

01566 783266 

 

Gardeners 
 

Enjoy the Winners Circle 
For that champion veg 
Collect your own FREE 

Proper Well Rotted 
The Only Local Source of  
Pedigree Fell Pony Plops 

01566 783471 
Free Bags Available! 

Trailers welcome! 
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WELCOME TO  

LOBHILL FARMHOUSE 
BED AND BREAKFAST  

and HOLIDAY COTTAGE 

   Lobhill Farmhouse,  Lewdown,    
EX20 4DT 

 

Tel: 01566 783542   
0781 724 4687  

 

     Jane Colwill     
   

 www.lobhillbedandbreakfast.co.uk 
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Steve Hunt 
01566 783228        07974 799062 

shjoinery@hotmail.com 

S H Joinery 
Granite and Quartz worktop cutting and fitting 

Cut roofs 

Traditional A frames 

Kitchen fitting 

External bi fold doors  

Joinery 
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K. Moore & Son. 
PLANT HIRE 

 

Specialising in all sitework, 
drives, sand schools, septic tanks 

hedging and all types of  farmwork. 
 

Royal Oak, Newton Down, Lifton 

Tel:- 01566 784722 
07785 540494 
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DO YOU NEED AN 
EXTRA PAIR OF HANDS? 

MAN AND VAN 

STRIMMING    MOWING 

HEDGE TRIMMING 

GROUNDWORK 

STONEWALLING 

 

GARRY 
 

0784 2084329 

Lewdown 
Victory Hall 

 

Bookings contact Esme 
or Roy Stacey 

On 01566 783267 

TORQUAY TAXIS Ltd 
 

AIR AND SEA PORT 
TRANSFERS 

 

luxury comfortable transport 
 

Door to door service 
 

All air and sea ports covered 
 

Reliable service 
 

Competitive prices 
 

18 years established 
 

Call Jared Spencer 
07830360341 
01566 451442  

supplier of 

HARDWOOD LOGS 
cut and split to your requirements 

Tel. Colin Bennett: 01822 487259 
Mobile: 07523172369 
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Septic Tanks 
 

Emptied 
 

Phone: 01805 601203 
 

Mobile: 07831 241531 
 

Leave a message, we will 
return your call, or email:  
 

hearnhaulageltd@outlook.com 
  

Small Lorry 
Available 

 

Card payment accepted 
 

Hearn Haulage Ltd 
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A LOCALLY BASED SERVICE AND REPAIR 
COMPANY FOR OIL FIRED HEATING/COOKING 

APPLIANCES. 
 

MARK WOULD BE PLEASED TO OFFER 
COMPETITIVE PRICES FOR A QUALITY SERVICE. 

DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE:  PLEASE ENQUIRE 
 

 BASIC BOILER SERVICE £60 
 

 BASIC COOKER SERVICE £70 
 

PLUS THE ADDED BONUS OF NO VAT TO PAY! 
 

SO GRAB A BARGAIN SERVICE FOR YOUR BOILER OR 
COOKER BY CALLING: 
 

MARK ON 07814 976 076 
 

BROADWOODWIDGERBOILERSERVICE@GMAIL.COM 

 
 

PLUMBER 
 

EST 40 Years 
 

Lewdown 
& District 

 
Tel: 01566 783562 

 
Mobile: 07731878510 
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Domestic Plumbing 
&          

Bathroom Fitting 
 
 

01566 784028 
 

07903535881 
 

careful & reliable service 
 

timdixonplumbing.co.uk 

Tim Dixon 
Bulk Buy Fuel Loans 

 
We know living without mains gas can be 
expensive.  If you rely on oil, Calor gas, 

LPG, wood or coal to heat your home, we 
may be able to help you to spread the cost of 

your bulk buy over six months* 

 

Find out more: call 01823 461099, 

or email enquiries@wrcic.org.uk 
 

Your local, not-for-profit lender funded by 

West Devon Borough Council 

 

Wessex Resolutions CIC 

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, 

Taunton, TA4 1EU 

www.wessexresolutions.org.uk 
 

* Subject to Status   

Representative 0% APR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Growing & Supplying 
Turf, Topsoil & Compost 

Acres of weed treated turf all ready to be cut. 
All turf is cut fresh then supplied direct to your drive. 

Topsoil and Compost dry stored 
Landscaping & Laying 

Years of experience in clearing, planning, landscaping lawns & laying turf. 
Diggers, Stone Buriers, levellers & graders 

Grass Cutting & Maintaining 
Specialists in maintaining large lawns & playing fields. 

Grass Cutting, Collecting, Disposal & Mulching. 
Vegetation Clearance. 

We only grow professional turf & use specialist machinery 

Pete Badge 
01822 610998 
07980564175 
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Lewdown  
 

Located in the roadside porch of the Blue Lion (EX20 4DL) 
 

Please note it is not recognised by 999 calls if more than 200 meters 
away from it. 

 

When ringing 999 they will access code to open box. 
 

Chillaton 
Located in the Village Square on the wall of No. 1 Barn Cottages 
(PL16 0HS)  

The 999 operator will be able to give directions for its use. 

Evans Plumbing and Heating 
 

Based in Lydford Robbie Evans is your local Plumbing and Heating Engineer 
 

• Installations of Boilers 

• Servicing, Maintenance and Repairs 

• Central Heating Systems 

• Bathrooms and Kitchens 

• Blocked Drains and Burst Pipes 

• 24hr Call Outs 

• FREE No Obligation Quotes 

01822 820884 
or 07794053150 

evansplumbingandheating@outlook.com 


