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EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

FIRE, POLICE, AMBULANCE 
999 

For all other information and contact with 
Police stations call 101 

Your local police contact for 
Lewdown. Chillaton. Stowford Lifton 
area is - 
PCSO SEONIAD GREENWOOD 

Please contact via 101 
For Neighbourhood & Farm Watches 
and crime prevention advice 
 
For HORSE WATCH  
Gina. 01837 840716 
 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 
 

Parish Clerks 
Lewdown Grouped 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 lewdowngpc.clerk@gmail.com 
 www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk 

Milton Abbot Grouped 
Jane Savage  
              clerk.magpc@outlook.com 
 www.magpc.co.uk 

Stowford 
Peter van Delft 01566 783023 
 stowfordclerk@gmail.com 

www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

West Devon M.P. 
Geoffrey Cox M.P.        01822 612925 
County Councillor 
Lois Samuel  01837 851240 
Borough Councillors 
Milton Ford Ward 
  Mr Neil Jory  01822 860342 
Bridestowe Ward  
 Terry Southcott       01566 783079  
  Caroline Mott               01837 861212 
Tamarside Ward 
  Chris Edmonds             01566 784794 
 

SCHOOLS 
Lewtrenchard  01566 783273 
Lifton             01566 784288 
Milton Abbott  01822 870273 
    

COLLEGES 
Tavistock  01822 614231 

Okehampton  01837 650910 
Launceston      01566 772468 / 773918 
 

RING AND RIDE SCHEME 
Okehampton Area 01837 55000 
Tavistock Area 01822 618028 
 
 

COMMUNITY GROUPS                                
Cricket Club            07847111330 

  Chillaton Football Club 01822 860476 
Lamerton Pony Club 01822 860350 
Lewdown Past   01566 783396 
Lewdown Residents Assn 01566 783320 
Lewtrenchard W.I.  01566 783779 
Lifton Benefice Churches 

     The Revd. Philip Conway  01566 784462   
 liftonpriest@yahoo.com 

Lifton Surgery  01566 784788  or 111 
Red Spider Company  01566 783505 
Recreation Field   01566 783367 
Stowford Hall   01566 783223 
Victory Hall   01566 783267 
Youth Cricket   07847111330 

  Young Farmers  07443 461344 
 
ADVICE HELPLINES 

  Citizen’s Advice Bureau  08444 111444 
West Devon Women's Aid   0183755228 
Age Concern    01752 665424 
Health Info Line   0800 665544 
Homelessness Trust       01822 615259 
Parentline               0800 8002222 
Relate                01392 275681 
Samaritans               08457 909090 
Tavistock Area Support Services (TASS) 
 (Age UK is at TASS) 01822 616958 

  Transport to Health           01822 617525 
Victim Support               01822 820455 
Youthwize Okehampton  01837 54004 
SHOP & POST OFFICE 
Copper’s Post Office & Stores Lewdown 
    01566 783218 

Newslink Archive 

Archive copies of the Newslink are 
available for viewing/download from:- 

http://www.rawrationsplus.co.uk/
lraarchive.html 

http://www.lewdowngroupedpc.org.uk/
http://www.magpc.co.uk/
http://www.stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk/
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE PROVIDING NEWS, INFORMATION AND ITEMS OF 
INTEREST FOR THE AREAS OF LEWDOWN, CHILLATON, CORYTON,  
STOWFORD AND MARYSTOWWE, THRUSHELTON, LEWTRENCHARD 

Established January 1999 
Issue No. 275  February 2024 

 Editor 
Andrew  McCarthy 

3 Reddicliffe Mews, Lewdown, Devon.  EX20 4BQ 
Telephone 01566 783093   E-Mail  mccarthy.andy@gmail.com 

 

Production, Distribution and Delivery Helpers. 
 

Tim and Sarah Nash, Ruth Dawe, Audrey Jones, Tom Andrews, Mike Bickell 
Rita Squires, Terry Southcott, Mrs K. Martin, Simon and Monique Hedger, Bob 

Holland, Julie Chick, Coppers Stores, Keith Abayomi-Turner and Kathy Lawrence 
 

All news, photographs, reports, events etc. for the Newslink need to be 
handed in to the Editor by 15th of the preceding month. 

 

We welcome your articles / items / advertisements. Though we do our best, we 
cannot guarantee to publish all that is sent to us, as some things will not reproduce 
in a good enough quality.  

The Community NewsLink 

Advertising in the Community Newslink 
 

Advertising in the Newslink is free for Charity events in our local areas. 

Adverts for events outside of the area, and for businesses are priced as follows:- 

  Black and White   Colour 

1/4 page  £4/month or £40 per year  £6/month or £60 per year 

1/2 page  £8/month or £80 per year  £12/month or £120 per year 

Whole page £12/month or £120 per year  £16/month or £160 per year 

For us to be able to print and distribute the Community Newslink it 
costs approximately £500 a month. 

Starting next month we will be asking for an annual subscription from 
all those that wish to continue to receive a copy of the Newslink, from 
just £5 (which is less than 50p per month).  See the message from our 
Chairman on page 5 for more details. 

Thank you for your support 
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Dear readers. 

Dear readers. May I wish you all a belated and very happy new year. 
Good news, I’ve managed to save all the jokes from my crackers over the Christmas 
holidays, so here is an example of the treat that you are in stall for over the coming 
months. 
How do snow men lose weight? 
They stand in the sun. 
Who is Santas favourite singer? 
Elfis Presley. 
How do you keep your hands clean at the North Pole? 
You use hand Santa-izer. 
Last but not least for now, what do you drain your vegetables with at Christmas? 
An advent colander. 
We hope you all had a enjoyable time over Christmas and New Year, and are sticking 
to your New Year’s resolution, mine is to improve my grammar to make my flannel 
vaguely more readable, but I have probably failed already. 
By the time you read this, it will probably be nearer St Valentine’s Day, so I thought I 
would give you some information on how this patron of lover’s came to be. 
St valentine was a Roman priest and physician, who was martyred under the 
persecution of Christians, by emperor Claudius II Gothicus, in 270AD. 
It is believed he would secretly marry young couples, because married men did not 
have to go into the army. 
He is also the patron saint of epileptics, and strangely bee keepers. 
Will close now as flog-it has just finished and it’s time for tea. Cheese on crumpets, 
with maybe some pickle on top, yum. 
Best wishes to you all from Tim Nash. 
Just to let you know the British food retailer’s say that as a nation we will have eaten 
750 million Brussels sprouts over the Christmas holidays. No wonder the weather 
was so windy. For those who answered in tons  at the carols around the tree, that’s 
20800 tons. 
Ps.  What do you call a dinosaur that looks after its teeth ? 
A flossiraptor.  

Milton Abbot Grouped Parish Council 
 

Please see our website for lots of information  
about Milton Abbot, Chillaton, Bradstone, Dunterton and the 

surrounding areas, along with a list of the local Parish Councillors 
 

www.magpc.co.uk 
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Dear reader, just for one month only you will get an extra bit from me, but I 
assure you that there are no jokes. 

At a meeting on the 18th of Jan, the committee of the community 
NewsLink, and many others got together to thrash out how we should 

proceed with the NewsLink, not just financially, but also editorially. 
At the end of a very productive meeting it was decided that starting with 

the March issue we will be attaching an envelope where you can donate £5 
towards the running costs of the NewsLink, or more if you think it’s worth it. 

If you already donate, then please ignore the above.  

If everyone who receives an issue were to donate then our 
financial  problems would be at an end. 

But if you do not want a NewsLink, but are currently receiving one through 
your door, let those delivering your edition know, and we will stop. I realise 

it will take a month or two to sort out everything, but hopefully by the 
summer things will be sorted. All the changes will be in the March edition in 

full. 

Also, we were wondering if anyone out there, in the land of the NewsLink, 
would like to contributed items that would be of interest to the wider 
community. Have you recently been back packing around Vietnam, or 

spotted a  polar bear out of your bath room window., we would be very 
interested, and I think that many others would also. 

Send any items to our editor for inclusion in the magazine, it may be not 
printed right away, but when there is space in the NewsLink. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read this. Best wishes Tim Nash, 
and the rest of the committee, which has grown by two, many thanks Ester, 

and Simon for joining our little happy band. 

Lewdown  
 

Located in the roadside porch of the Blue Lion (EX20 
4DL) 
 

Please note it is not recognised by 999 calls if more than 200 
meters away from it.  When ringing 999 they will access code to 

open box. 
 

Chillaton 
Located in the Village Square on the wall of No. 1 Barn Cottages 
(PL16 0HS)     The 999 operator will be able to give directions for its use. 
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Stowford’s 

Winter  

 
at 

Stowford Parish Hall 

Thursday 15th February 7.30pm  

also  

Thursday 14th March7.30pm 
£3 per person at the door         Teams of 2 – 6 people 

Bring your own drinks, we provide the nibbles 

(All profits go to charity) 
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Lewdown Grouped Parish Council 
Coryton, Lewtrenchard, Marystow and Thrushelton 

 

Minutes of Ordinary meeting of 27th November 2023 
Minute No 768 

These abbreviated minutes are provisional until they signed by the chair at the next 
meeting of the parish council   

1. Members of the public open forum – one parishioner- A question was asked 
regarding the new arrangements for the distribution of the Newslink from 
2024, concern was raised that some residents may no longer be able to attend 
some events because the Newslink is not so accessible. Whilst the Newslink 
could be emailed, not everyone has access to a computer or broadband. Cllr 
Andrews remarked that it was a voluntary organisation and that it relied on 
donations, advertisers and subscriptions, the parishioner commented that 
with a reduction in circulation it may result in a reduction of donors, 
subscribers and advertisers. Cllr Andrews also commented that service 
providers who advertised may also be affected by the decision to restrict the 
circulation.  Cllr Southcott said he would provide details of the accounts 
concerning running costs and income so that the council could determine a 
donation. Cllr Mott informed that there were community grants available for 
community newsletters.  

2. Declarations of Interest - none 
3. Minutes of previous meeting 767 being a true reflection of that meeting were 

approved and signed by the chair, Cllr Southcott remarked that the VAS was 
not a camera but was in fact a radar speed indicator sign. The motion to 
approve the minutes was proposed Cllr McSmythurs, seconded Cllr Alexander, 
all in favour.  

4. Cllr Mott (WDBC) said she would provide a report shortly via email.  
5. Finance 
 7.1  - Devon County Council – VAS Funding invoice £532.74 – Approved for 

payment, proposed Cllr Mincher, seconded Cllr McSmythurs  
  7.2 -  Review of donations for the year 2023-24. It was resolved to hold over 

the remaining beneficiaries to the next meeting so that more information was 
available from one beneficiary, Cllr Alexander proposed that only local 
organisations/clubs etc should receive a donation and not national 
organisations, seconded Cllr McSmythurs, all in favour.      

 7.3 -  Payments were authorised for outstanding invoices – Sarah Nash – 
Replacement defibrillator parts £126.00,  Peter van Delft – Clerk Salary (Oct – 
Nov) £683.80, HMRC – Clerk -PAYE £137.47, Coryton PCC – Graveyard 
maintenance grant £250.00, Lewtrenchard PCC - Graveyard maintenance grant 
£250.00, Marystow PCC – Graveyard maintenance grant £250.00, Thrushelton 
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PCC – Graveyard maintenance grant £250.00, Devon County Council – VAS 
Funding invoice £532.74, Proposed by Cllr Andrews, seconded Cllr Metherell, 
all in favour 

  7.4 – R.F.O. reported a credit balance of £21,951.65 after approved payments.   
  7.5 - Defibrillator – replacement equipment – the clerk reported that the 

existing equipment has now been discontinued and limited support 
equipment was available at high cost. It was resolved to investigate 
replacement equipment and what grants are available.     

  7.6 - Draft budget and precept for 2024-25 – It was resolved to review this at 
the next meeting when more detail was available from donor beneficiaries.      

6. New Councillors - vacant seats for Coryton and Marystow – no new 
councillors.   

7. Play area update – Cllr McSmythurs reported that a ‘Heads of Terms’ for the 
lease had been agreed with the owners and the Recreation Ground 
Committee, including an annual rental of £100.  

 Also, Cllr McSmythurs reported that a red line plan of the site had been drawn 
up for the lease agreement and planning application, also in consultation with 
the Recreation Ground and the land owner’s access to the play area has been 
agreed. The actual lease agreement can be drawn up if planning has been 
approved by WDBC. Cllr Perkins reported that the initial pre-planning fee will 
be waved for the p.c. A pre-planning consultation to take place soon. Cllr 
Perkins reported that a 3rd quotation for the play equipment was still needed. 

8. Vehicle activated signs – Sponsorship, grants, fundraising- Cllr Southcott 
reported no action. 

9. Commemoration bench – build and installation, Cllrs agreed that it would be 
positioned when the play area was ready.    

10. Cllr Reports – Cllr McSmythurs expressed his dissatisfaction that the current 
housing survey simply addressed the areas where partner organisations to 
WDBC already had that data and that GDPR rules did not prevent exchange of 
relevant data. Cllr Mott agreed to report back with more details regarding the 
surveys being proposed.        

11. Adoption of Standing Orders replacing that dated October 2018, motion to 
approve proposed by Cllr Alexander, seconded Cllr McSmythurs, all in favour.    

12. Correspondence – Road maintenance petition by Geoffrey Cox MP had been 
received.   

13. Marystow parish – The chair had a conversation with the Chair of Stowford PC 
regarding a bus shelter request opposite the former Royal Exchange – It was 
resolved that whilst the request for a shelter was within the Marystow Parish 
unfortunately the council could not fund a shelter however it had no objection 
to a shelter without any financial, legal or maintenance obligations, proposed 
Cllr Southcott, seconded Cllr Metherell, all in favour.   
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14. Meeting with South West Water at the Lewdown treatment works has been 
set for 15.2.24.  

15. Meeting dates for 2024 were approved. Proposed by Cllr Perkins, seconded 
Cllr Andrews all in favour 

        Date, place and time of next meeting - Monday 29th January 2024 Lewdown 
Victory Hall, 7.30pm  

Congratulations 
 

and a very big thank you to all the people who helped in so many 
different ways to make the centenary celebrations of Sabine Baring

-Gould such a success. 
A special thank you goes to Tinhay Builders Merchants for their 

generosity in helping to restore the Baring-Gould grave. 
 

The weather did its best to thwart things but to no avail, with St 
Peter’s Church packed to the rafters with people for the service of 

remembrance followed by a buffet lunch at the Victory Hall, a 
good time was had by all 

SBG CENTENARY 2024 – request from St Peter’s PCC 
 
We are planning a static display to be shown at St Peter’s from Febru-
ary 18th 3pm Evensong, Cream Tea and talk by Reverend Tanya Hock-
ing-Still, Diocesan Champion for the UKME community on ‘Baring-
Gould and the legacy of the Baring’s Bank and the Slave Trade’. We 
are requesting the loan of any artefacts people may have in relation to 
Sabine Baring-Gould, or his family, which we would be able to use/
photocopy for such a display to leave in the Church alongside the 
boards of the forthcoming SBG events.  
 
If they are very valuable we would like to only photocopy and perhaps 
arrange for the original documents to be shown at some more suitable 
occasion when we would have the manpower for these items to be 
safely guarded. 
 
Thank you. 
Please Contact St Peter’s Churchwarden  Ruth Dawe, Highlands, 

Lewdown, EX204BS 
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The Ark 

AT BRIDESTOWE METHODIST CHURCH 
Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on 

Tuesdays From 10am to 12 noon And 2.00pm to 4.00pm 
Thursdays From 10.00am to 12 noon And 2.30pm to 4.30pm. 

Do come and join us, you will be made most welcome. 
You will find us on Launceston Road, Bridestowe. 
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The Parish Church of 

St. Peter, Lewtrenchard. 
  

SB-G Centenary 
  

Report for January 2024 
 

Our celebrations started off with a wonderful fanfare of worship 
and fellowship on Tuesday 2nd January with the Solemn Eucharist on the Centenary 
of SB-G’s death. 
Bishop Michael Langrish presided and preached at a joyful occasion in which a full 
church enjoyed hearty singing, and an excellent sermon (text available) examining 
the life and mission of SB-G. Sadly the weather prevented us from gathering at the 
graveside, but we were able to gather at SB-G’s portrait, where Amelia (his great 
great granddaughter) laid flowers. There is some discussion as to the meaning of 
the high winds that appeared while we were in church! 
The service was not just a trip into nostalgia, as alongside singing some of his 
hymns we also sang hymns within the tradition written more recently. 
After the Bishop’s blessing and dismissal, we relocated to the Victory Hall for a 
wonderful celebration lunch at which many contact were renewed and made. Sadly, 
the beautiful cake made especially for the occasion featuring a wonderful picture of 
both the Church and SB-G had to be vandalised by the Bishop assisted by Amelia, 
but it was worth it as it was delicious. 
A huge thank you to all who worked towards and participated in what was a major 
occasion in the life of this parish and community, and one that can be looked back 
on with pride. 
Special thanks goes all who worked toward the service. Those who cleaned and 
tidied, and prepared the church for the service. The musicians, readers, and sides-
men, and of course the team who provided our lovely lunch.  I am certain that SB-
G would have thoroughly approved.  
 

Next, we have our Third Sunday Evensong on Sunday 21st February, thinking about 
the acquisition of the family’s wealth including businesses connected with the 
Slave Trade, and how we should respond to that. This is followed on 2nd March 
with our fun Edwardian Parlour Entertainment. Both of these events are advertised 
elsewhere in this magazine.  
Between now and October we will be taking time on some Third Sunday Afternoons 
to reflect on the legacy of our former Priest and Squire The Revd. Sabine Baring-
Gould. 
This month we will be exploring: 

Third Sunday Afternoons 

Baring-Gould and the Legacy of Baring’s Bank and the Slave Trade. 
Although Baring-Gould is known for many good works, both for the nation and his 
community, much of the wealth that enabled his philanthropy came from historic 
investments in what we now look on as a shameful period of our history. 
We welcome The Revd. Tanya Hocking-Still: the Diocesan Champion for the 
UKME community to help guide us in how we should reflect on our past and build 
for our future. 
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Kirtonia, Vale Down, Lydford DEVON EX20 4BB 
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Lewdown Past 
The Lewdown and area local history group 

 

A 14
th

 century cottage in Dippertown:  
dendrochronology and history 

 

An illustrated talk by Robert Waterhouse 
 

7.30 pm on Tuesday 20th February 
at Stowford Parish Hall 

 

 

                          How old am I?  
 

A Dippertown cottage has been one of a group of west country buildings 
examined by Robert for their similar, medieval -style roof structures. 
Dendrochronology, or the dating of old timbers from tree ring growth 
patterns, revealed some surprising results regarding the age of this Grade II* 
listed former farmhouse. At one stage, a grand open hall was added, followed 
by further high-status alterations by a number of prestigious owners. The 
present owners have also carried out their own wide-ranging historical 
research.  Do come and hear about a very local topic from a very 
knowledgeable Devon-born speaker. 
 
Visitors are very welcome: charge £2 for members, £3 for visitors including 
refreshments. Parking in front of the hall or opposite. Enquiries: phone Hilary 
on 01566 783396. 
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Chair Yoga for 
Seniors 

with Yogajeanie 
 

Chair yoga helps with 
Muscle toning 

Reduced stress levels 
better breathing habits 

better sleep 
overall sense of well-being 

It’s fun too! 
 

Interested?  
Just come along in comfy 

clothing 
 

At Lewdown Village Hall 
Starting Thursday 28th Sept 
from 10:00 am -11:00 am 

£7 per class 
 

For more information contact 
jeanharris50@hotmail.com 

Mobile 07929 278788 

Snowdrops 
How welcome are the snowdrops though snow and ice are here 

With Christmas barely over they welcome in the year. 
Up through the frosted fallen leaves, their tender spikes they show 

To decorate the garden when nothing else will grow. 
The daffodils and tulips are loath to show their heads 

They’re waiting for the sunshine to draw them from their beds. 
The milk white heads of snowdrops, to a garden lend grace 

And in every English garden they are worthy of a place. 
When winter winds still chill us with mornings of hard frost 

Without our precious snowdrops our gardens would be lost. 
And like the April swallow that tells us that it’s spring 
The snowdrops come in winter when icicles still cling. 

 

Frank Rolfe 
Written 2015 and published with permission from his 
daughter 

mailto:jeanharris50@hotmail.com
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WELCOME TO  

LOBHILL FARMHOUSE 
BED AND BREAKFAST  

and HOLIDAY COTTAGE 

   Lobhill Farmhouse,  Lewdown,    
EX20 4DT 

 

Tel: 01566 783542   
0781 724 4687  

 

     Jane Colwill     
   

 www.lobhillbedandbreakfast.co.uk 
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TORQUAY TAXIS Ltd 
 

AIR AND SEA PORT 
TRANSFERS 

 

luxury comfortable transport 
 

Door to door service 
 

All air and sea ports covered 
 

Reliable service 
 

Competitive prices 
 

18 years established 
 

Call Jared Spencer 
07830360341 
01566 451442  

supplier of 

HARDWOOD LOGS 
cut and split to your requirements 

Tel. Colin Bennett: 01822 487259 
Mobile: 07523172369 

Lewdown 
Victory Hall 
Bookings contact 

Roy Stacey 
On 01566 783267 
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GRAHAM TOWNSEND GROUNDWORKS 
 

WATER DRAINAGE & GROUNDWORK SPECIALISTS 
 

 WATER LEAKS & RENEWALS  
 DRAINS CLEARED   GROUNDWORKS  
 TREATMENT PLANT   DRAINS REPLACED  
 ALL FENCING WORK       MOLING (No Dig)  
 DEMOLITION    PATIOS DRIVES 

 SEPTIC TANKS INSTALLED 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
TEL: 01837 657687 / 01566 783788 

MOBILE: 07866 465093 
email:  info@gtownsendgroundworks.com 

Septic Tanks 
 

Emptied 
 

Phone: 01805 601203 
 

Mobile: 07831 241531 
 

Leave a message, we will 
return your call, or email:  
 

hearnhaulageltd@outlook.com 
  

Small Lorry 
Available 

 

Card payment accepted 
 

Hearn Haulage Ltd 
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T C M  Plumbing      
Burst pipes? Tap dripping? Overflow running? Valves Leaking? 
Radiators not getting hot? Gutters blocked or leaking? 
Based locally at Inwardleigh we cover the surrounding areas  
Helping you with your plumbing needs no matter how small   
              

  Contact Tim Morgan 
Tel:  01837 810599 Mobile: 07838 901803 

         Or visit our website www.tcmplumbing.org.uk 
 to see what we can do for you 

J.D. HALL 
CARPENTER AND JOINER 

(OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.) 
 

FOR ALL YOUR WOODWORKING NEEDS 

CALL  01566 783566 OR  07881 752822 
www.jdhalloakconstruction.co.uk 
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Stowford Parish Council 

Abbreviated Minutes of Ordinary meetings held on 14th November 2023  
For the full minutes please visit the website www. stowfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

These minutes are provisional until they are signed by the chair at the next 
meeting of the parish council. 

Meeting No 722 

Present:- Cllrs Leroy St Louis (Chair), Law (Vice chair), Alexander, Govett, Lorna St 
Louis, Cllr Chris Edmonds (WDBC), Peter van Delft (clerk),  
Meeting opened 7.30pm 
1. Dispensations & declarations of interest – None 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 721 were signed as a true and accurate record of 

that meeting, proposed Cllr Lorna St Louis, seconded Cllr Alexander, all in favour.  
3. Bus shelter request – It has been determined that the request for a bus shelter is 

on land with the neighbouring parish council. The chair contacted Lewdown 
Grouped Parish Council to discuss the request, the chair of LGPC would raise the 
issue at their next pc meeting and report back. The chair suggested that no 
further action takes place until a response has been received from LGPC.    

4. Planning application – 3671/23/FUL – Construction, installation & de-
commissioning of temporary self-spanning pipe bridge over river Lyd. Land at 
Sx399 850, Spry Lane, Lifton. Council decision – support -Proposed Cllr Leroy St 
Louis, seconded Cllr Govett, Cllrs Law and Lorna St Louis supported the proposal, 
Cllr Alexander abstained.     

5. Finance -  5.1 Payments were approved for the following – Peter van Delft – 
clerk salary (Sept-Oct) £307.00 HMRC – PAYE refund for clerk £62.80, Stowford 
PCC – Ground maintenance grant £200.00, Citizens Advice – donation £110.00 
Newslink – donation £100.00, Vision ICT – Annual website hosting £161.26, 
Lewdown Parish Council – projector hire £5.00 Peter van Delft – Clerk printing 
expenses £57.44, Proposed Cllr Leroy St Louis, seconded Cllr Law, all in favour. 

 5.2R.F.O. reported a credit balance after payments of £5,448.82- proposed 
 Cllr Leroy St Louis, seconded Cllr Alexander, all in favour.    

 5.3 Draft budget & precept review – Cllr Govett requested that greater clar
 ity was needed to show what the proposed increase would mean to the 
parish taxpayers, also Cllr Govett asked why Citizens advice was chosen to 
receive a grant and why no other more local charities were supported. After 
discussion the R.F.O. asked councillor for their suggestions for grant 
beneficiaries should there be any grant beneficiaries at all, the R.F.O. to receive 
Cllr suggestions before the next meeting. Deadline to provide WDBC the PC 
precept request is 31st January ‘24.        

6. Councillor vacancies – two councillor seats remain vacant, clerk to advertise in 
the Newslink.   
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7. Cllr Edmonds of WDBC reported that the WDBC planning page on its website was 
having a major upgrade so some disruption maybe experienced during the period 
of changeover. Also reported was a draft of the new corporate strategy with the 
main key priorities being housing, the local economy and climate change, 
consultation to take place.      

8. Reports from Councillors – Cllr Leroy St Louis reported that he and Cllr Lorna St 
Louis attended the Energy Fest, it provided useful guidance on how to save on 
energy use. It was resolved that the clerk to invite the Tamar Energy Community 
to its Annual Parish Meeting in April. Cllr Govett reported that 19 people had 
now signed up to the councils Mailchimp newsletter. Cllr Govett asked the chair if 
he could write a letter of complaint to MP Geoffrey Cox regarding Airband’s 
missed installation targets, it should also include a complaint on the poor 
correspondence with the parish council in keeping it updated with its (lack of) 
progress, it was resolved that the chair would also write a letter of complaint to 
‘Connecting Devon & Somerset’ who manages the governments contracts for 
broadband in the area.             

9. Original Parish Map – The clerk informed that he would deposit the map for 
storage and safekeeping at the box Plymouth on Monday 20th, the clerk also 
suggested if it was prudent if the tythe register should also be deposited at the 
Box in Plymouth. It was resolved that the tythe register should also be deposited 
with the map at the Box.       

10. Computer replacement + software – The chair to provide replacement costs at 
the next meeting.  

11. Storage and boxes – The clerk informed that guidance was sought from DALC, it 
was suggested that council documents could be stored at the archives at WDBC.  
Proposed by Cllr Law, seconded Lorna St Louis, all in favour.   

12. Meeting dates for 2024 were approved, proposed by Cllr Leroy St Louis, 
seconded Cllr Law.   

Items for next meeting – clerk employment contract review. Meeting closed 8.57pm. 
Date time and place of next meeting – 9th January 2024 – 7.30pm at Stowford Parish 
Hall  

To Hire 
 

Tel: 01566 783342 

White Umbrellas 
For 

your Wedding 
 
 

All proceeds to 
The Gurkha Welfare Trust 
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Meeting for Worship 
Tavistock  every Sunday 10.00am.  
4 Canal Road, Tavistock.  
Contact – Kay Nicholson  
 01822 614596 
Okehampton  
Every Sunday 10.30am. 
Children’s Meeting 2nd Sunday  
Community Centre, Okehampton 
Community College, Mill Road, 
Okehampton.  
Contact - Eleanor Flack 01837 53475 

Quakers Roman Catholic Services 
 

 

Tavistock  Sunday 9.15 am 
 Holy Days 10am 
Fr. Greatbatch 01822 612645 
(P. Sparling 01822 860355) 
 
Okehampton Saturday 6pm 
 Sunday 11am 
Fr M. Darline Joseph 
          01837 52229 
Launceston Sunday 10.30 am 
 Holy Days 7.30pm 
Canon John Deeny 01566 773166 

St. Mary the Virgin, Marystowe 

Please see the church website www.southtamar.church for details about services. 
Services are also available online from 6pm on Sundays. 

Churchwardens 
Lifton-St Mary’s 
Mrs E Brown    01566 784386  Sarah Chandler 
Broadwood- St Nicholas 
Mr D Perkin   01566 776758 
Kelly with Bradstone-St Mary’s 

Mr W Kelly   01822 870393 
Marystowe—St Mary  the Virgin 

Amy Harrowell   01822 860181 Joy McSmythurs  01822 860630 
Coryton—St Andrews 

Mr G. Vicat    01822 820254  Mr R. Searight  01822 860148 
Stowford—St John the Baptist 
Mr C Chick    01566 783223   
Lewtrenchard—St Peters 
Mrs A Westlake  01566 783909  Mrs R. Dawe     01566 783127  
Thrushelton—St George 
Mr A J Nash   01566 783274  Mr T Nash  01566 783320 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
Ministers  
United Benefice of Lifton, Broadwood, Stowford,  
Lewtrenchard with Thrushelton  & Kelly with Bradstone 
 

The Revd. Philip Conway, 01566 784462 
  liftonpriest@yahoo.com 
The Rectory, Parsonage Court, Lifton  PL16 0BJ 
 

Milton Abbot Benefice 
The Revd. Andy Atkins, 01822 870298 
andya4jc@gmail.com 
The Vicarage, The Parade, Milton Abbot PL19 0NZ 



Page 29 

 

Friday 2nd  February  

Candlemas 

  
7pm Festival Eucharist at 

Kelly, followed by    
Fellowship refresh-

ments.
 
 

14th February  
ASH WEDNESDAY 

No 10.30am Eucharist at Lifton 

  
7pm Liturgy for The Begin
 ning of Lent at Kelly 

4th February  

Second Sunday before Lent 
  
8am Eucharist at Stowford 

9.30am   Parish Eucharist at 
 Lifton 

11.15am Parish Eucharist at 
 Kelly 

18th February   

First Sunday in Lent 
9.30am  Parish Eucharist at 
 Lifton 

11.15am  Parish Eucharist at 
 Stowford 

 Morning Prayer at Kelly 

3pm:     SB-G Centenary  
 Evensong  at  
 Lewtrenchard 
 

11th February   

Sunday before Lent 
  

9.30am   Parish Eucharist at 
 Broadwoodwidger 

 Morning Prayer at 
 Thrushelton 

11.15am Parish Eucharist at 
 Lewtrenchard 

4pm Evensong at Lifton 

25th February    

Second Sunday in Lent 
  

9.30am  Parish Eucharist at 
 Thrushelton 

 Morning Prayer at Lifton 

 Morning Prayer at 
 Broadwoodwidger 

11.15am  Parish Eucharist at  
   Lewtrenchard 

  

North Tamar Mission Community Service times 
for February 2024 

Any updates will be posted on the Mission Community Website.  north-tamar-churches.org. 
At going to Print, the following services are arranged in the Mission Community 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Morning Eucharist: 10.30 at Lifton 
There may be some occasions when the Wednesday Morning Service 

will be a service of Morning Prayer. 
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Dear friends, 
 
New year is always exciting, but it does not take long 
for normality to return and we are back in our usual 
routine. However, the year proceeds, and before we 
know it the days are getting longer, and signs of Spring 
are already appearing.  
 
In the Christian Church, Lent will soon be upon us, and Easter 
following. Many people see Faith, and particularly the Christan Faith as 
something to console and comfort us as we live our lives in a cruel 
world. That is the case in some ways, but the Christan Gospel also 
challenges us, and we ignore this challenge at our peril. 
 
Lent is about engaging with the Challenge of the Christian Gospel, and 
exploring how we can learn from Jesus’ life and teachings, and express 
that truth in our lives and through our worship. 
 
Lent Starts on Ash Wednesday 14th February (Yes, it displaces 
Valentine’s Day!) with our Ash Wednesday Service at  Kelly at 7pm.  
 
During Lent, there will be a Lent Course, at the Rectory, on both 
Monday at 5pm, and Thursday at 7pm. This year we will be exploring 
the Holy Week Services or Liturgies. There seemed to be quite a bit of 
confusion and misunderstanding as to what these beautiful service 
were for and there position in the tradition and life of the church. 
There is a great deal we can learn from them, and so this is an 
opportunity to prepare to take a full and meaningful part in the life 
and worship of the Chruch at this most special time. 
 
With love and prayers, 
 
Philip 
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Bridestowe Methodist Church 
 

Preachers for February 
 

4th          Drop in 10.30 – 12.30 A Banfield 

11th         D Sutcliffe 11.00 

18th         U S at C of E  9.30 

25th         D Bray 11.00 

Lent Course 2024 
Worshipping in the Beauty of Holiness in Holy Week 

 

This year, in Lent, we will be exploring the beauty and depth of the 
worship that the church offers in Holy Week. 
Commencing on the 19th February, the sessions will run at 5pm on 
Mondays and/or 7pm on Thursdays and finishing the week before 
Palm Sunday.  Each session will last approximately one hour and will 
include Tea/Coffee and biscuits. Each session will conclude with a 
short office of Evening Prayer or Compline.   
The Monday and Thursday session each week will cover the same 
material. 
Everyone is welcome to all the sessions; however, you are welcome to 
drop in for any session if you wish. 
 

1 Introduction and The Palm Sunday Liturgy 

2 The Chrism Eucharist 

3 The Liturgy for Maundy Thursday 

4 The Liturgy for Good Friday 

5 The Easter Vigil and Service of Light. 

All enquiries to 
liftonpriest@yahoo.com  



Page 32 

 

Needle Felting Workshops 
At Stowford Church Hall 

Come along for a fun and creative day crafting with 
wool and barbed needles. 

 
 A choice of 3D animals on Friday 1st March 10am-4pm 

 £35 per person 
 

A choice of 2D pictures on Friday 15th March 10am-4pm 
£35 per person 

 
Use of tools, wool and embellishments provided 

Limited spaces available to book ring Julia on 01566 783149 
Coffee/tea/cake/ biscuits provided 

Please bring a packed lunch 

DECEMBER DRAW 
 
 

£50 Nicky Hill No. 58 
 

£15 Andrew Steel No. 51 
 

£5 Charlie Martin No. 81 
 

£5 Noah Dufty No. 189 
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The Blue Lion, Lewdown 
Charlie, Nicky, Charlotte, Georgia, Jonty & Alfie 

Welcome you to our Family Friendly Pub 

01566 783238 
 
 

For upcoming live music & quizzes etc follow us on 
Facebook 

Search for ‘blue lion inn’ 

 
 

Public House offering good 
food, real ales, live music, pool, 

skittles, darts and BT Sports  

 

Spears Fishleigh 

Sanctuary Lane 

Hatherleigh 

EX20 3LH 

  

            Office - 01837 811112 / Mobile - 07792 163156 

 

Email  -  enquiries@pselectricians.co.uk 

Website  -  Okehampton.pselectricians.co.uk 

All electrical work undertaken 

 

 

 

Part P approved 

P. S. Electrical 
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LAMERTON 
 

POINT-TO-POINT HORSE 
RACING 

 

SUNDAY 17th MARCH 
 

KILWORTHY, BRENTOR, NR TAVISTOCK 
 

FIRST RACE 1  PM  
 

NEW LARGE SCREEN FOR BETTER VIEWING 
 

 Bar   Bookmakers 

 Refreshments 
 

£15 per person including racecard. Children free 
Contact Mrs M Lewis 07975 536930 



Page 35 

 

Steve Hunt 
01566 783228        07974 799062 

shjoinery@hotmail.com 

S H Joinery 
Granite and Quartz worktop cutting and fitting 

Cut roofs 

Traditional A frames 

Kitchen fitting 

External bi fold doors  

Joinery 
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Marystowe Books 2024 
 

In Spring 2021 we moved our crates of books and puzzles into the Bell Tower at 
Marystowe. We have raised over £3,000 for the Church and hopefully given lots of 
pleasure to bookworms. We do want to continue with the bookshop being so well 
used, and we have therefore embarked on a thorough review of the stock to make sure 
that there is a good turnover of titles, and it is easy to browse the shelves. 
 

What’s Changed? The books will be more clearly labelled with more 
space. We are going to be more disciplined in reviewing the stock to make sure new 
titles are clearly displayed; so, it is always worth a visit to be tempted for another 
book. In addition, we are removing any books that look tired and damaged, this will 
give more space to ensure the stock remains in good condition. All surplus books are 
being donated to charity shops locally. 
 

What’s New? There will be a small table in the Bell Tower, changed regular-
ly, to show recent arrivals and old favourites that we think deserve a good reader. 
 

We are also going to highlight some books that we have especially enjoyed reading 
and ask other readers to provide short reviews. We can then share the enthusiasm for a 
great stories and authors. If you are donating (or returning) books to Marystowe that 
you have really enjoyed, please do think about letting us have a couple of sentences 
on the story or the author. 
 

Can we still have Pot Luck reads? Absolutely yes…if you are not a 
member than a quick reminder: 

Every month you get a book selected for you from the bell tower. This will 
follow your broad preferences and, if you are local, be delivered to you. We 
do also choose books and send to people further afield, however a charge is 
made for postage. The cost is £10 for a year. 

 

How much are the books? We ask for a minimum donation of 50p per paper-
back and £1 for hardbacks. There is an honestly jar in the bell tower.  
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For bookings and enquiries contact  

Julie Chick - telephone 01566 783223        
Email – stowfordparishhall@gmail.com 

A Defibrillator is located in the porch – Post code EX20 4BZ 
Charity No:  1020031 

 
COLOUR PRINTING & COPYING 

 

This service is available for a minimum of 10 copies at a charge of 
5p per single copy or 7p per double sided copy.  

 

FOR SALE COPIER PAPER 
£4.75 per ream 

The Community Newslink purchases its paper in bulk and as such is able to 
access competitively priced materials. We can currently offer our readers  
copier paper for the special price of £4.75 per ream, a vast saving on High 
Street prices.  We recommend you phone to check availability and arrange 
a convenient time to collect. 
 

Please Contact:  Terry Southcott, Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown 
     Phone 01566 783079. or M 07831309666 

All proceeds will go to The Lewdown Residents Association  
and The Community Newslink. 

Lamerton Point-to-point Bingo  
on Monday 4th March at The Victory Hall 
Lewdown. Eyes down 7.30pm. Prizes to 
include chickens, picnic hampers for the 

races with an entry ticket for the 
point-to-point and many raffle priz-

es  

mailto:stowfordparishhall@gmail.com
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St, Peter’s, Lewtrenchard invite 
you to a Pie, a Pud and a Pint night, 

with a quiz thrown in for free. 
 

     
 

To be held in Lewdown Cricket 

Pavilion on Saturday 24th February 

at 7.00pm.  

The bar will be open for refills  

and other drinks. 
 

Tickets are £10.00 and include the 

Pie, Pud and Pint 

Teams of 4 for the Quiz 

Tickets available from 

Garry Wingrove on 07729 834146 
ALL PROCEEDS TO ST. PETER’S 

FABRIC FUND. 
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PLUMBER 
 

EST 40 Years 
 

Lewdown 
& District 

 
Tel: 01566 783562 

 
Mobile: 07731878510 

Les sort it! 
Gardeners available. 
Hard working and 

honest 
Reliable 

Many skills to offer. 

 

 

 

If interested call 
Les 

07591761096 

LOGS 
 
  
 

SEASONED  
HARD WOOD,  

 

SPLIT TO YOUR  
REQUIREMENTS. 

 

DELIVERED  
LOCALLY 

 

07942073204  
the2relics@gmail.com 
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Domestic Plumbing 
&          

Bathroom Fitting 
 
 

01566 784028 
 

07903535881 
 

careful & reliable service 
 

timdixonplumbing.co.uk 

Tim Dixon Megan’s Home 
Cleaning! 

 

10+ years in the 
Business 

Earth Friendly 
Cleaning solutions 

Weekly & bi-weekly 
Slots available 

Tel: 07955 805 271 

Girl Friday – here to help you… 
Do you struggle with home administration? 
Want to understand spreadsheets? 
Need a helping hand with letter writing, complaints, 
emails, proof reading, editing or copy typing? 
Do you quiver at the mere suggestion of organising 
something? 

Traditionally trained, organised and 
efficient secretary. Contact Cathy on 
07739 701555 or email cathe-
rinejdennis@icloud.com 
Confidentiality assured.  
DBS checked.  
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K. Moore & Son. 
PLANT HIRE 

 

Specialising in all sitework, 
drives, sand schools, septic tanks 

hedging and all types of  farmwork. 
 

Royal Oak, Newton Down, Lifton 

Tel:- 01566 784722 
07785 540494 
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TOP SOIL 
 

Top quality top soil for sale 
 

Sea Sand · Road Planings 
Various Decorative Gravel Chippings & Building Aggregates 

 

No VAT 
 

01566 784645 or 07771 823414 

 

The Clovelly Inn 
Bratton Clovelly 

Torben, Suzy, 
Alex & Thomas  

look forward to seeing you 
01837 871447 

Apples Juicing 
Have you got too many apples? 

We can crush them, press, 
bottle & sterilise for Juice 

Contact - George Bellamy 

Woolacott Farm, Lewdown 

01566 783266 

 

Gardeners 
 

Enjoy the Winners Circle 
For that champion veg 
Collect your own FREE 

Proper Well Rotted Horse manure 
01566 783 515 

lydvalefellponies@gmail.com 
 

Free Bags Available! 
Trailers welcome! 
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